MMHHCTEPCTBO OBPA30OBAHMS 1 HAYKY POCCHUINCKOM ®EJIEPAITUN
d)ez[epanBHoe TroCyJapCTBEHHOC 6}0z[>1<eTHoe 06pa30BaTeJ'H>Hoe
YUPEKIACHUE BBICIIETO MPO(EeCCHOHANTEHOT0 00pa30BaHuUs
«TEPMCKHI1 TOCYJIAPCTBEHHBIN
HAITMOHAJIbHBINA MCCIEOBATEILCKUI YHUBEPCUTET»

Kageopa nuneeucmuxu u nepesooa

BEJIUKOBPUTAHUA:
CTPAHA U OBPA3 )KU3HU

IIpaxkTuxym
I10 MEepPEBO/1Y NEPBOTO (BTOPOr0) HHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKA

U3IATENBCKIR LEHTP
“Porm University Press”

ITepmb 2016



VK 81°25
BBK 81.07

Cocmasumensy. kKauu. ¢uioi. Hayk, goueHt FO. H. ITunszun

BeaukoOpuranusi: crpaHa u o0pa3 *U3HU [DIEKTPOH-
HBI pecypc|: TMpakTUKyM IO MEpPEBOJY MEPBOTO (BTOPOTO)
uHOCTpaHHOTO s13b1Ka / cocT. 0. H. [Munsrun; [lepm. roc. Hai.
UCCle/l. YH-T. — DNeKTpoH. aaH. — Ilepms, 2016. — 0,5 M6. —
Cucmem. mpebosanus: mporeccop Intel Pentium, 1,3 I'Tir;
40 M6 HDD; 256 M6 RAM; onepari. cucrema Windows 98 u
BBIIIIE; peKOMeH1yeMoe paspemienre 1024x576; noakimtodeHue
K cetu HTEpHET.

Lenb n3nanus — BeIpaOOTKA Y CTYIEHTOB HaBBIKOB M MPHEMOB
NnepeBoJa HAyUYHO-TIOIIYJIAPHBIX TCKCTOB, COACPKAIIUX JIMHTBOKYJIb-
TYPHYIO HHPOPMAIIHIO.

[IpennazHayeHo jyis CTyIeHTOB 2—4 KypcoB (akynbrera co-
BPEMCHHBIX MHOCTPAHHLIX A3bIKOB U JIMTCPATYP HAIIPABJICHUA «JInn-
IBUCTUKa» M crenuansHocTH «llepeBoag W mepeBojoBencHUE», a
TaKXKe Uil CTYJCHTOB HCTOPHKO-TIONUTOIOIMYECKOTO (aKyibTeTa
HaIrrpaBJICHUA ((MG)KI[YHapOZ[HI)Ie OTHOLICHHA) 110 AUCHHUIIIIMHaAM
«[IpakTndeckuii Kypc rnepeBojia MEpPBOro (BTOPOro) MHOCTPAHHOTO
361K, «[IpakTHKyM 1O MepeBoLy MepBoro (BTOpOro) HHOCTPaHHO-
TO sI3bIKay, «Teopus U MpaKTHKA EPEeBOAAY.

H30aemcs no pewenuio memoouueckol KOMUccuu
gakynomema coepemeHHbIX UHOCTNPAHHBIX S3bIKOB U TUMEPAMYD
Tlepmckoeo cocyoapcmeennoco HaYUOHATLHO2O UCCIE008AMENbCKO20 YHUBEPCUNEMA

© IMunsarun 1O. H., cocraBnenue, 2016

2



COJAEPXAHUE

BBEICHHUE. ...ttt 4
Meronuueckast 3amucKa JUIs MPEnOAaBATENCH . ...ovvveuveeniieneeeennn.. 5
MeTomuueckast 3aMUCKa JUISL CTYZCHTOB. ... vuvueneneneraneneneeneininennnns 5
Yacrs 1.

Who are the British? ..........cooiiiiiiiiii e 7
How was the UK formed?..........cccceviivieniiniene e 9
Robin HOOd......ooiiii e 11
British unity in diversity..........o.vviveiiiiiiieiiteit i eeeeen 13
Multiracial Britain............ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeec e 15
Languages, accents and dialects..............coovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnn.. 18
The love of NatUIe. ......c.ovieii e 21
Yacrs 2.

A portrait of London............coviiiiiiii 25
The West End........oooiiiii 31
Stratford-upon-AVOn.........c.oviriiiitiie 34
The Swan of AVON.......co.iiuiiiiii 36
Liverpool and the Beatles................cocovviiiiiiiiiiieee, 37
The most beautiful corner of England.............................col. 38
Let’s save our heritage. .. ..oovvveiiiieii i 39
ReligION. .. e 40
The Class SYSteIM. .. ..uvitiiiti i e e s 41
Family life.........cooiiiii 45
= £0) TG 46
Turning work into play..........coevvriiiiiiiiiiii e 48
ECCONMIICIEY . .o vttt ettt 49
Fashion outdated............cooooiiiiiiii 50
Food and drink..........cooiiiiii 52
010 N 56
Festivals. ... 58
The English character...............ccoiiiiiiii e, 61
00070 (072 XS 1 (< 63
KITFOUM. . oo 70
Crnucok cnoBapei ¥ CHPaBOUHBIX M3JAHUM. ......ovuvvuiviineiniennennee. 76



BBEJEHUE

JlanHOe mocoOre MOXeT OBITh HMCIIONIB30BAHO HA 3aHATUSX IO JUCLHII-
smHaM «[IpakTHueckuii Kypc mepeBoja HepBOro (BTOpOro) MHOCTPAHHOTO
sI3BIKaY, «[IpakTHKyM 10 MEpPEeBOAY MEPBOro (BTOPOro) MHOCTPAHHOTO S3bI-
Ka», «Teopust U MpakTHKa TepeBOa» I CTYJICHTOB 2—4 KypCOB HAIpaB-
neHust «JIMHrBUCTHKa» ¥ crieruaibHOCTU «IlepeBom U mepeBOIOBEICHHCY,
a TaKKe Ui CTYJEHTOB HCTOPHKO-IIOJIMTOJIOTMYECKOro (axynbTeTa Ha-
npaBiicHus «MeXITyHAPOIHBIC OTHOMICHUSD.

Ieanio qaHHOrO Yy4eOHOTO MPaKTUKyMa SIBIISIETCS BBIPA0OTKA Y CTY/AEH-
TOB HaBHIKOB M NPHEMOB TEPEBOJia HAYYHO-TIOMYJSPHBIX TEKCTOB, COJEp-
JKAIUX JUHTBOKYJIBTYPHYIO WH(QOPMAIMIO, YTO MPEAIOoNaracT aKTUBHOE
WCIIONIb30BAaHUE CTYJIEHTAaMH JIMHTBOCTPAHOBEIYECKUX M aHIJIO-PYCCKHUX
cloBapel W, Kak CIICJICTBUE, BHIPAOOTKY HABBIKOB OBICTPOrO M TOYHOI'O Ha-
XOXKIEHUsI He0OOXOMMOM HH(pOPMaIK. ITO MO3BOJIUT CTYAEHTaM BbIpabo-
TaTh KaK 6a306vle, TaK U, YACTUYHO, CNeyudibHble COCTABIISIONIIE [IEPEBo-
JMECKON KOMMETEHIUH, M0J] KOTOPOI ITOHNMAETCsI COBOKYITHOCTh 3HAaHHH,
YMCHUU W HABBIKOB, MO3BOJISIONINX TEPEBOMYUKY YCICITHO peniaTth Mpo-
(eccroHaIbHBIE 33/1a4H.

K 0a30BBIM COCTaBISIONIMM TEPEBOTYECKOW KOMIIETEHIIMM OTHOCSTCS
3HAHUS, YMCHUS W HABBIKH, B TOM I WHON Mepe HEOOXOIUMBIC TIEPEBO-
JTYUKY BO BCEX BHAX MEPEBO/Ia HE3aBUCHMO OT JKaHpa.

K crenuanbHBIM COCTaBISIOIMM NEPEBOTYECKONH KOMIETEHIIMH OTHO-
cATCS €€ 4YacTd, HeoOXOIWMBIE IIPH TEpEeBOJie TEKCTOB OINpPEeJICHHOTO
JKaHpa W CTHISA: HAYYHO-TEXHUYCCKUX, JETOBBIX, XYIOKECTBCHHBIX, JIMH-
TBOKYJIbTYPHBIX U T.II.

W3 5THX COCTaBJISIONIMX IIEPEBOMYECKON KOMIIETEHIIMM B paMKax y4deO-
HOHM TIPOrpaMMBbl MPAKTHYECKOrO Kypca MepeBojia MOKET B OCHOGHBIX Hep-
max OBITh CPOPMHUPOBAH KOMIUIEKC TOIBKO 0a30BBIX COCTaBISIONIHX. B
YaCTH CIIELHUANBHBIX COCTABISIONINX OXKHIAaeTcs (POPMUPOBAHUE y CTY/ICH-
TOB MEPBUYHBIX HABBIKOB IICPEBO/IA JINHTBOKYJIBTYPHBIX TEKCTOB.

B pesynbraTe Takoro coueraHus yCWIMHA TperojaBaTeneii U CTyAeHTOB
B XO/Ie€ UTOTOBOTO KOHTPOJIS B KOHIIE YU4eOHOTrO Tojia CTYJIEHTHI JIOJKHBI
MIPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATEH HATUYUC 3HAHUW U YMEHUIA 0a30BBIX U CIICIIAATBHBIX
COCTaBJISIFOIIMX MEPEBOYECKON KOMITETEHIIUH.

IIpn ucnionp3oBaHUK 1MOCOOMS AJIsl OOY4eHHsS HaBBIKaM IIEpeBOJa IO
BTOPOMY WHOCTPAaHHOMY SI3bIKY K BEIIICYIIOMSIHYTBIM IEJIIM PUOABISCTCS
ele oiHa — OoJee TIIyOOKO€E OBJIa/ICHNE JIEKCUKON M IPaMMAaTHKON aHTJIHi-
CKOT'O s3bIKa. JTa Leb B ONpeNeJIeHHON Mepe pean3yercsi B ocoOuu ve-
pe3 cucTeMy yInpaxxHEHUH.




METOJAYECKAS 3AIIMCKA JJISI IPENIOJIABATEJIEN

[IpakTHKyM COCTOMT M3 ABYX YacTed, MPHUIOKEHHsS, CIIMCKA CIoBapen
U CIpaBOYHBIX M3aHUN. B nepeoii yacmu conepikaTcs 3aaHusl U yIpax-
HEHUS Ha peleHre KOHKPETHBIX MTEPEeBOJUECKHUX MPOOJIEM: ClIOCOOO0B Iepe-
Jlaud UMEH COOCTBEHHBIX, reorpaMueckux Ha3BaHWH, PEaIni, CTHIMCTH-
YeCKOH KOPPEKTHPOBKH MPEIJI0KEHHBIX BapHaHTOB IEPEBOJA OTIEIbHBIX
yacTel TeKcTa OpUrHHajia M T.4. JTH 3a/1aHUs JOJDKHBI TIOCTEIIEHHO BBECTH
CTY/IEHTOB B KpYT' IIPO0OJIEM MPAKTUKH ITIEPEBOJIa U HALICIUTh UX Ha BBITIOJ-
HEHHE KOMIUIEKCHOT'O TPEIepeBOIUYECKOro aHamu3a tekcra. OHU UMEIoT
o0ydJaromuii Xapakrep, T.K. CpaBHEHHE OpUTMHAja M MEepeBoja MO3BOJISIET
CTy/IEHTaM CJeJlaTh CaMOCTOSITENIbHBIE BBIBOJIBI OTHOCHTEIILHO TPUHIIUIIOB
nepeBosia. HesameHMMYy0 poiib Ha ayAMTOPHBIX 3aHSATHSX MIPAeT M KOM-
MEHTapuil nperogaBaresi, KOTOPHIH JOJKEH He TOJIIBKO O00pHUTH WIIK TO-
KPUTUKOBATH TMPEIJI0KEHHbBIE CTY/IEHTaMH BapHaHTHI IepeBosia, HO U 00b-
SICHUTD JI02UKY HaXOXKICHUS MMPAaBUILHOTO PEIIEeHNS] KOHKPETHOH IepeBo-
JTYECKOH TPYIHOCTH.

Bo émopoil yacmu npakTHKyMa TMpeyIararoTcs TEKCThI 0e3 3aJaHuil u
YIpa)KHEHUH, T.K. TOCe OONBIION aHaJIMTHYECKOH pabOTHl B ayAUTOPHU
CTY/IGHTHI TOJDKHBI YK€ CAMOCTOSITENIbHO YMETh HaXOAWTh U PellaTh THUIIO-
BbIEe MEpEeBOAYECKNE TPYIHOCTU. J[aHHAs YacTh COAEP)KUT TEKCTHI pa3HON
CTENEeH! CIOKHOCTH, HO O0BbEeTMHEHHbIE OHOW TEMaTHUKOH, YTO ITO3BOJISET
MIPENo/IaBaTeII0 BapbUpPOBATh BHIOOP JIOMAITHEro 3aJaHusl B 3aBUCUMOCTH
OT MOTHBUPOBKH U YPOBHS BIIQJICHHS CTYJCHTAMH MHOCTPAHHBIM SI3bIKOM.

B npunoswcenuu copepxarcst 3aiaHusl U1l CAMOCTOSITEIBHONW PadOTHI
¢ xioyaMu. OHHM TTO3BOJISIT CTY/IEHTaM MPOBEPHUTH CBOW 3HAHUS U BhIpabo-
TaTh JUHTBUCTUUECKYIO JIOTAJKy, KOTOpask Tak HEOOXO/IMMa MEPEBOTUNKY.

METOJUYECKASA 3ATIMCKA JJIAA CTYAEHTOB

Jlmst BRIpaOOTKH MPOYHBIX MPO(HECCHOHANBFHBIX HABBIKOB MEPEBOIA B
XOJIE CAMOCTOSITEIIFHON PabOThI ¢ MOCOOMEM BaM HEOOXOJUMO CIIEIOBATH
CIIEIYIONIMM PEKOMCHIAIIHSIM.

1. BHuMaTeNnbHO NMpOYMTANWTE TEKCT C Hauyaja J0 KOHIA «IOJ MepeBoue-
CKUM VTJIOM 3PEHUS», T.€. OMPEIEIUTE €ro TUII, TOMUHAHTY, CJIOKHOCTh
Y HACHIIIEHHOCTh JIMHTBOCTPAHOBEIUECKOW HH(POpPMATIHEH.

2. BrImumuTe BCe HE3HAKOMBIE BaM CIIOBA, MONB3YSICh KaK IMEPEBOIHBIMU,
TaK U JIMHTBOCTPAHOBEAYCCKUMH cioBapsamu. Ocoboe BHUMaHHE 00pa-
TUTE HA SIBHBIC W CKPBITHIC PEaTUU.

3. BeimonHuTe 3aaHus W yrnpaxHeHus nocie Tekcta. OHu nomoryt Bam
n30eKaTh ONMTMOOK B COOCTBEHHOM TEPEBOJIC M MOKAXYT, YTO IMEPEBO-
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JUeCKasd NCATCIbHOCTL HE BCEr/ia 3aBUCUT TOJIBKO OT XOPOHIMUX JICKCHU-
Korpa(bnqecm/lx HUCTOYHHKOB.

HepeBe/:[I/ITe TEKCT MOJHOCTBIO, OTJIOXKHUTE IMEPEBOJ B CTOPOHY Ha HE-
CKOJIBKO Z[Heﬁ, YTOOBI Ipou3oIIO CBOGO6pa3HOe «OTUYKJCHHUCY. Ono
HeO6XOZ[I/IMO JJIA cnez[yfomeﬁ CcTaauu pa6OTI>I HaJ €peBOOM.
Baxxneimum CTPAaTCrM4CCKUM MPUHIUIIOM NIEPEBOAUMUKA ABJIACTCA KpU-
THYCCKOC OTHOLICHUC K CBOUM I[eflCTBI/IHM, NO2TOMY 3aKIHOYUTCIIbHBIM
9TaIroM pa6OTI>I HaJ TCEKCTOM IEpeBOAa SBJIICTCA CTUIIHNCTUYCCKAA
ImpaBKa. BuumarensHo HpO‘IHTaﬁTe TEKCT IepeBOda H MOIBITANTECHh
HAaliTU B HEM THIINYHBIC NEPEBOAUCCKUC HEAOCTATKU: CMBICIIOBLIC ITO-
BTODBGI, (baKTOJ'IOFI/I‘IeCKI/Ie HETOYHOCTH, CTUJIIMCTHUYCCKHUE HICPOXOBATO-
CTU U T.AO. OTKOppeKTPIpyﬁTe CBOM nepeBoa B COOTBETCTBUU C HOpMaMH
PYCCKOI'O A3bIKa 1 JOMHWHAHTBI IEPEBOJA JaHHOI'O THUIlIa TEKCTA.



YACTD 1.
WHO ARE THE BRITISH?

Why British not English?

Many foreigners say ‘England’ and ‘English’ when they mean Brit-
ain’, or “‘UK’, and ‘British’. This is very annoying for the 5 million people
who live in Scotland, the 2.8 million in Wales and 1.5 million in Northern
Ireland who are certainly not English. (46 million people live in England.)
However, the people from Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and England
are all British. So what is the difference between the names ‘Great Britain’
and ‘the United Kingdom’ — and what about ‘the British Isles’?

The United Kingdom

This is an abbreviation of ‘the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland’. It is often further abbreviated to ‘UK’, and is the political
name of the country which is made up of England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland (sometimes known as Ulster). Several islands off the Brit-
ish coast are also part of the United Kingdom (for example, the Isle of
Wight, the Orkneys, Hebrides and Shetlands, and the Isles of Scilly), al-
though the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man are not. However, all these
islands do recognize the Queen.

Great Britain

This is the name of the island which is made up of England, Scotland
and Wales and so, strictly speaking, it does not include Northern Ireland.
The origin of the word ‘Great’ is a reference to size, because in many
European languages the
words for Britain and Brittany in France are the same. In fact, it was the
French who first talked about Grande Bretagne! In everyday speech ‘Brit-

ain’ is used to mean the United Kingdom.



The British Isles

This is the geographical name that refers to all the islands off the north
west coast of the European continent: Great Britain, the whole of Ireland
(Northern and Southern), the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. But it is
important to remember that Southern Ireland — that is the Republic of Ire-
land (also called ‘Eire’) — is completely independent.

So you can see that ‘“The United Kingdom’ is the correct name to use if
you are referring to the country in a political rather than in a geographical
way. ‘British’ refers to people from the UK, Great Britain or the British
Isles in general.

3adanus u ynpaycruenus

1. Kak nexcuuecku KOMIICHCHPOBATH CPEACTBAMH PYCCKOTO S3bIKa KYPCHUB
opurunana: This is very annoying for the 5 million people who live in Scot-
land, the 2.8 million in Wales and 1.5 million in Northern Ireland who are
certainly not English?
2. C noMouIpio JeKCHKOrpadhUuecKux UCTOYHHKOB YCTAHOBHTE HCTOPHYE-
CKHE CBSI3U CIIOB COBPEMEHHbBIX AHTIMHCKUX M (PPaHIy3CKHX CIIOB: brits,
Britain, Brittany, Grande Bretagne.
3. Haiizute B TekcTe mepeBoja JAaHHOrO ad3ana MpaBOMEPHO ClIENaHHbIE
JIOTOJTHEHHUS, 4 TAKXKE OIIMOKH U CTUITUCTHICCKHE MOTPEITHOCTH, 00BICHU-
T€ UX MPUYUHBI, TaWTe CBOM BapHaHT MEpPeBoA.

The United Kingdom

This is an abbreviation of ‘the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern

Ireland’. It is often further abbreviated to ‘UK’, and is the political
name of the country which is made up of England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland (sometimes known as Ulster). Several islands off the Brit-

ish coast are also part of the United Kingdom (for example, the Isle of
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Wight, the Orkneys, Hebrides and Shetlands, and the Isles of Scilly), al-
though the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man are not. However, all these
islands do recognize the Queen.

00vedunénnoe KopoJieBCTBO.

D10 ab0peBuaTypa OQUIMATHHOrO Ha3BaHUS CTpaHbl — CoemUHEHHOE
KoponesctBo Benukoopurannn n CeepHoit Mpnanauu. B noBcenneBHOM
peun OpuTaHIleB OHa ycekaercs (cokpamaercs) ngo «UK» - «IOKEW» u
SIBIIICTCS TIOJIUTHYCCKUM UMeHeM CTpPaHbl, coeranwnou u3 Anrmum, [llot-
nanauu, Yonbca u CeBepHoit Mpnanauu, KOTOpYIO MHOTA €€ Ha3bIBAIOT
Yascmep. Heckonbko ocmpoeoe bpumanckozo nobepesicbs TakxKe SBISIOT-
cs1 yactbio CoenuuénHoro KoponesctBa, Hanpumep, ocTpoB Batim, OpxHus,
Xebpuous u [llemnanos m ocrpoBa Cwum, xorss HopmaHzackue octpoBa
(Ixepcu u I'epHen) u ocTpoB Man B Hero He BXOIAT. TeM He MeHee, Bce

9TH ocTpoBa y3xaom Koponesy.

HOW WAS THE UNITED KINGDOM FORMED?

This took centuries, and a lot of armed struggle was involved. In the 15®
century, a Welsh prince, Henry Tudor, became King Henry VII of England.
Then his son, King Henry VIII, united England and Wales under one Par-
liament in 1536.

In Scotland the similar thing happened. The King of Scotland inherited
the crown of England and Wales in 1603, so he became King James I of
England and Wales and King James VI of Scotland. The Parliaments of
England, Wales and Scotland were united a century later in 1707.

The Scottish and Welsh are proud and independent people. In recent
years there have been attempts at devolution in the two countries, particu-
larly in Scotland where the Scottish Nationalist Party was very strong for a

while. The people complained that they were dominated by England, and
9



particularly by London. In a referendum of 1978 the Welsh rejected devolu-
tion and in 1979 the Scots did the same. But by the end of the century both
nations got self-government — Scottish Parliament and National Assembly
for Wales.

The whole of Ireland was united with Great Britain from 1801 up until
1922. In that year the independent Republic of Ireland was formed in the
South, while Northern Ireland became part of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. The story of this particular union is long and
complicated, but Northern Ireland has also got at last Home Rule.

The Union Jack

The flag of the United Kingdom, known as the Union Jack, is made up
of three crosses. The upright red cross is the cross of St George, the patron
saint of England. The white diagonal cross (with the arms going into the
corners) is the cross of St Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland. The red
diagonal cross is the cross of St Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. St David

is the patron saint of Wales.

Invasion

What makes the Scottish, Welsh, English and Northern Irish different
from each other? About 2,000 years ago the British Isles were inhabited by
the Celts who originally came from continental Europe. During the next
1,000 years there were many invasions. The Romans came from Italy in AD

43 and, in calling the country ‘Britannia’, gave Britain its name. The Angles
10



and Saxons came from Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands in the 5™
century, and England gets its name from this invasion (Angle — land). The
Vikings arrived from Denmark and Norway throughout the 9™ century, and
in 1066 (the one date in history which every British school-child knows) the
Normans invaded from France. These invasions drove the Celts into what is
now Wales and Scotland, and they remained, of course, in Ireland. The Eng-
lish, on the other hand, are the descendants of all the invaders, but are more
Anglo-Saxon than anything else.

These various origins explain many of the differences to be found be-
tween England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland — differences in education,
religion and the legal systems, but most obviously, in language.

3adanus u ynpaycruenus

1. CpaBHHTE OpUTHHAI U TIEPEBOJ] C TOYKH 3PEHHS MEpeaud UMEH COOCT-
BEHHBIX:

King Henry VII — koposns ['enpu VII

King James I — kopoins /Jorcetimc 1

St Andrew — Cenm Ouopro

St David — Csroti JlaBun

2. TlepeBenure u OOBACHUTE CMBIC TAHHBIX CJIOB:

Self — government, devolution, national, nationalist, Home Rule, referen-

dum.

ROBIN HOOD
Robin Hood did exist. There is no question of that. The problem to be
sorted out is: Which of the scores of Robin Hoods, Robin Hoodes and
Robin Hodes who lived in and around Sherwood Forest in the Middle Ages

was really the world’s most famous outlaw?

11



The mysteries which shroud his life and the heroic nature of his per-
sonality and deeds made him an obvious candidate for immortality. Seven
centuries on, he is still alive and well in a vast inheritance of medieval bal-
lads, May games, broadside ballads, garlands, Victorian penny-comics and
20™ century Hollywood movies.

He is till as brave and sharp witted as when he robbed the rich, out-
foxed the Sheriff of Nottingham and incited revolt against unjust laws.

His brilliance with a longbow is his one consistently outstanding char-
acteristic. The rest, including his appearance, has been changed to suit the
imaginations of succeeding generations.

The outlaw portrayed by Sir Walter Scott in his novel “Ivanhoe” — a
bearded figure clad in Lincoln green — is still the favourite stereotype even
though the Robin Hood statue below Nottingham Castle is more accurate.

There are almost as many theories about Robin Hood as there were
medieval characters of that name. One researcher found six in a forty year
span from Edward I to Edward IIL

Some link him with Richard 1. Others say he was born about 1160 in
‘Locksley town in merry Nottinghamshire’ wherever that is and that he died
at Kirklees Priory, Yorkshire. This later school of thought also has it that he
was allowed to bleed to death and that he shot his last arrow to mark his
burial spot.

Another group says Robin Hood came from nobility and was really the
Earl of Huntingdon while other researchers place his roots firmly among
yeoman stock.

Whatever the truth, real outlaws whose exploits echo Robin Hood’s
abounded in medieval times. Their crimes ranged from infringement of the

forest laws and theft, to violence and political offences. The royal forests
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harboured scores of such characters, many of them engaged in the popular
pursuit of highway robbery.

All criminal suspects who could not be apprehended were outlawed.
This meant that they lost all legal rights and could be killed without penalty.

The legendary exploits of Robin Hood and his Merry Men were readily
matched, in an admitted more sinister manner, by the activities of the out-
law gangs which comprised the medieval mafia. The most vivid accounts
cover the period 1270 to 1340.

It was inevitable when the royal taxes became excessive and the Sher-
iffs were harsh and corrupt that outlaws would receive undue public sympa-
thy. The rich were robbed because they offered the ripest pickings rather
than any sense of social justice. Indeed there are no records of handouts to
the poor.

The legend of Robin Hood was well established in rhymes and verses
by the time of Richard II and when the Middle Ages came to a close his
exploits were famed in all levels of society.

Surviving ballads are the product of a mainly oral tradition so their
sources have probably been lost beyond recall. But as they were a form of
popular history, a device for remembering things as well as entertainment, it
is likely that the story of Robin Hood is not entirely fictional.

Unless some researcher has an enormous stroke of luck, it is likely that
the truth of Robin Hood will never be known. But his legend will live on as

long as people love a good story.

BRITISH UNITY IN DIVERSITY

What is Britishness? Is it more than the sum of its parts — or less? Many

Scots and not a few Welsh believe that Britishness is no more than a dis-
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guised version of Englishness. I have just visited three towns with the same
name — one each in Scotland, Wales and England — to try to discover
whether there is an overarching sense of identity that it still makes sense to
call British.

Nobody in Newport, Shropshire, had a problem with Britishness. In
Newport, Gwent, some of the Welsh felt British, though others preferred to
call themselves European. But it was in Newport — on — Tay, near Dundee,
that we found the greatest reluctance to sign up to a common identity of
Britishness.

Here is Billy Kay, a local writer: ‘The British identity that I'm sup-
posed to feel part as I see as being first of all an imperial identity through
the Empire and then an identity which has been forced by the idea of people
coming together to fight two world wars. I don’t think that’s a healthy iden-
tity to carry into the 21 century.’

This is a common complaint — that Britishness is something from the
past that has little relevance today. When the Act of Union was signed in
1707, people had to be persuaded to attach an extra loyalty to their long-
standing allegiance to region or nation.

Successive governments used the common religion of Protestantism as
a propaganda weapon to encourage the English, Scottish and Welsh to unite
around a common flag — and against Catholic enemies.

The Empire — which was always the British, not the English Empire —
was also a unifying force. It drew heavily on the experience of the Scots and
Welsh as doctors, traders, explorers and administrators.

Then there was the monarchy. Queen Victoria perhaps perfected the art
of being monarch to all of Britain and the Empire. Meanwhile, successive

wars have brought Britons together in defence of the Empire and the Union.
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It was the Battle of Britain, not the Battle of England, that took place over
the Channel and southern counties.

But history is history: the Empire has gone, the Church no longer binds
us, the Armed Forces are shrinking and the monarchy is troubled. Some
people feel that the glue of nationhood had dried up. Alex Salmon, leader of
the Scottish nationalists, no longer wants to be attached to what he sees as a
Britain in decline. He looks to Europe as Scotland’s new stage.

So do a surprising number in Newport, Gwent. Alan Richards, a sales
director, has found that doing business with Europe has changed his out-
look. ‘I see our future very much as being linked to Europe as a whole: that
includes England. I see England merely as part of Europe.’

(The Times)

3adanus u ynpaycruenus

1. Kakue MMILTHKAIMY €CTh B 3TUX TeorpauuecKux Ha3BaHHUAX U KaK
OHU JIOJDKHBI OBITh SKCILTUIIMPOBAHBI MIPU TIEpeBoIc?

Newport, Shropshire; Gwent; Newport — on — Tay, near Dundee.

2. Hcnonp3ys pa3iuvHbIC JIEKCUKOTpaQHUUECKHEe HCTOYHUKH, IOCTa-
paliTech HaliTH HauOOJIeE MPUEMIICMbBIC BAPUAHTHI ITEPEIad JAaHHBIX CIIOB U
CJIOBOCOYETAHUI:

Britishness, Englishness, identity, identity of Britishness, British identity,
imperial identity, a healthy identity, Battle of Britain, Scottish nationalist.

MULTIRACIAL BRITAIN

Recently, there have been many waves of immigration into Britain and
movements within the UK. For example, many people from Wales, Scot-
land and Ireland have settled in England; and Jews, Russians, Germans, and
Poles have come to Britain (particularly London) during political changes in

the rest of Europe.
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Commonwealth citizens were allowed free entry into Britain until
1962. Before the Second World War these immigrants were mostly people
from Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. In the 1950s, peo-
ple from the West Indies, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Hong Kong were
encouraged to come and work in Britain. Today, 2 million British people
are of West Indian or Asian origin and over 50 per cent of them were born
in Britain.

The new immigrant communities are concentrated in the following
towns and cities: London, Slough, Leicester, Wolverhampton, Birmingham,
Luton, Bradford, Coventry, Bedford, Reading and Sandwell. The main lan-
guages of the Asian immigrants are Urdu, Hindi, Bengali, Punjabi and Can-
tonese (Chinese). Nowadays the policy is to encourage these communities
to continue speaking their own languages as well as English. The children
of immigrants are often taught their own languages in school, and there are
special newspapers, magazines, and radio and television programmes for
the Asian community. The West Indians, of course, arrive speaking English,
but they do have their own culture which they wish to keep alive. They also
have their own newspapers, and radio and television programmes.

The latest wave of immigration has of course caused problems. There is
certainly racial tension and racial prejudice in Britain today. In spite of laws
passed to protect them, there is still discrimination against Asian and black
people, many of whom are unemployed or in low-paid jobs. However, the
atmosphere is improving and the different races are slowly learning to trust
one another. In a wide educational programme white school-children,
teachers, policemen and social workers are learning about problems and
customs of their new neighbours. There are many areas in Britain now

where racial harmony is a reality.
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British culture is being enriched through its contact with other cultures.
For example, the British are becoming more adventurous in their cooking
and eating habits, and Chinese, Indian and Pakistani restaurants are very
popular. Another example can be found in the pop music scene where West

Indian reggae music has become very influential.

3adanus u ynpaycruenus

1. TlepeBenure 3TH reorpaduyeckue Ha3BaHUS HA PYCCKUH S3BIK:

Chester, Manchester, Leicester, Gloucester, Reading, Wolverhampton,
Sandwell, Bradford, River Avon, Aylesbury, Bath, Bournemouth, Castle
Ashby, Dartmoor, Derby, Eynsham, Henley — on — Thames, Inveraray, Ips-
wich, Kew, King’s Cross Station, Kingston upon Thames, Lake District,
Land’s End, Loch Lomond, Loch Ness, Newcastle upon Tyne, Northamp-
ton, Norwich, Nottingham, Perth, Plymouth, Rhondda Valley, Peterbor-
ough, Salisbury, Shrewsbury, Stirling, Tunbridge Wells, Truro, Wiltshire,
Watford, West Sussex, White Cliffs of Dover, Winchester, Windsor.

2. C moMOIIbI0 JTHHTBOCTPAHOBEIUECKUX CIIOBApeil MPOKOMMEHTHPYHTE H
00BSICHUTE JIOTHKY Tepenavyn (POHETHUECKOro CojepykaHus OYKBBI J B clie-
JYIOIIUX CJIOBAaX M CIOBOCOYETAHHSX; JAMTe MX JIMHTBOCTPAHOBEIUECKYHO
HHTEPIPETALHIO:

Jarrow — fAppoy, Jodrell Bank — o6cepBatopus Jlxxonpenn bank, Jutes —
toTel, Jaguar — Sryap, jam—session — mxem—cemnH, Jesus College — Koin-
nemx Uucyca, Jane Eyre — Jlxeiin Dtip, Jack the Ripper — ek I[Torporm-
Tenb, Jacobean style — skobutckmii ctunb, Jockey Club — JKokei kiyo,
John Barleycorn — /I)xon flumennoe 3epHno, John Bull — [Ion Bymis, Jury

— KIOpH.

17



LANGUAGES, ACCENTS AND DIALECTS

Language

The Celts spoke Celtic which survives today in the form of Welsh,
Scottish Gaelic and Irish Gaelic. Less than a quarter of all Welsh people
(600,000, out of 2,800,000) speak Welsh. Scottish Gaelic and Irish Gaelic
are still spoken, although they have suffered more than Welsh from the
spread of English. However, all three languages are now officially encour-
aged and taught in schools.

English developed from Anglo-Saxon and is a Germanic language.
However, all invading peoples, particularly the Norman French, influenced
the English language and you can find many words in English which are
French in origin. Nowadays all Welsh, Scottish and Irish people speak Eng-
lish (even if they speak their own languages as well), but all the countries
have their own special accents and dialects, and their people are easily rec-
ognizable as soon as they speak. Occasionally, people from the four coun-
tries in the UK have difficulty in understanding one another because of
these different accents. A southern English accent is generally accepted to
be the most easily understood, and is the accent usually taught to foreigners.

Spoken in the UK

Walk through any big British town and you can hear languages as di-
verse as Cantonese, Spanish, Urdu and Greek. But there are also a number
of indigenous, or native, languages spoken within the UK.

According to the 1991 census, 527,510 people said they spoke Welsh.
It is increasingly used in schools and by some local authorities. Public pres-
sure has led to more public services in Welsh. A Welsh television channel,
S4C, began broadcasting in 1983 and there are radio stations and newspa-

pers.
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In some areas, the use of English in schools and in the media has con-
tributed to the decline of minority languages. There were about 69,000
speakers of Gaelic in Scotland in 1991, according to that year’s census. The
language, especially strong in the Outer Hebrides, is used in some schools
but speakers have limited legal rights. It is not used in the courts, and it
plays no part in the national government.

The Scots language, which is different from Scottish Gaelic, is so close
a relative of English that is often regarded as simply a northern dialect. It is
spoken in the central belt of Scotland and the Lowlands. It was the everyday
language here from the 14" century until the late 17" century. The upper
classes slowly turned to English, influenced by the Union of the Crowns of
England and Scotland in 1603. Most Scots speak a mixture of Scots and
English, but English is the language of education and the government.

There has been a Scots revival in recent years: the New Testament in
Scots was published in 1985, and Scots is used in parts of the Scottish press.

There are speakers of the Irish Gaelic in the Northern Ireland, but it has
no official status there. Other native languages in Britain include Cornish in
Cornwall and Manx Gaelic on the Isle of Man. The last native speaker of
Cornish died in 1777 and the last speaker of Manx in 1974. There have been
recent revivals, although the languages have no legal status.

(The Guardian)

Well-spoken Employees Wanted

It’s no good just walking in and saying ‘Gissa job’ in thick Scouse,
Brummie, or Glaswegian. If you want employment, get a “proper accent’ or
you won'’t get past the first interview.

Don’t be too posh, though — Oxford accents are off-putting and sound-
ing like the Queen you will only irritate your prospective employer, espe-
cially if you are a man.
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The accent that will launch you on a glittering career is received pro-
nunciation, or RP. This will give you the impression that you are confident,
intelligent and ambitious.

The ideal voice for getting that job is similar to a BBC announcer’s
voice, because ‘It’s pleasant to listen to’, according to research by David
Davey, a chartered psychologist specializing in executive assessment. The
comparison did not please the BBC whose spokesman said: “The BBC ac-
cent doesn’t exist any more. We have an equal opportunities policy and any
accent is acceptable provided that it is clearly understood.’

Standard accents are important in jobs that involve contacts with cus-
tomers with a wide range of accents, Mr Davey writes in the Institute of
Personnel Management’s journal, Personnel Plus. ‘But for a research posi-
tion, intelligence, education and experience would heavily outweigh even
the worst Cockney or Scouse accent.’

There is a consolation for those burdened with a strong accent: they are
seen as friendlier, more generous, more honest and as having a better sense
of humour than the RP brigade.

Mr Davey says that most educated Scottish accents are rated highly, al-
though below RP, of course. ‘Educated” Welsh and Irish accents also score
quite highly as do the mellower examples of English provincial brogues,
such as those from Yorkshire and Tyneside. American, Australian, South-
African, Indian and West Indian accents might benefit from a certain ‘class-
less’ factor but all fail to challenge the supremacy of standard pronuncia-
tion.

RP women are thought to be more confident than women with ‘non-
standard accents’, and they are also rated more highly in adventurousness,
independence and femininity.

(The Observer)
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3adanus u ynpaycruenus

1. CpaBnHute Ha3BaHus cTpaH EBpoMnbI ¢ Ha3BaHUSIMU WX KUTENEH U SA3bI-
KOB, Ha KOTOPBIX OHH T'OBOPSIT.

2. Haliaure B IMHIBOCTPAHOBEMYECKOM U aHTJIO-PYCCKOM CIIOBapsiX Ha3Ba-
HUS JIAHHBIX S3BIKOB W JTHAJICKTOB M PAaCCKa)XHTe 00 apeayiax UX pacipo-
crpanenus: Celtic, Welsh, Scottish Gaelic, Irish Gaelic, Germanic lan-
guages, French, Cantonese, Spanish, Urdu, Greek, Scots language, Cornish

language, Manx Gaelic, Scouse, Brummie, Glaswegian, provincial brogue.

THE LOVE OF NATURE

BuumarensHo npounraiite Texct The Love of Nature, cpaBHuTe ero c
MPEUIOKEHHBIM MEPEBOIOM U TIPOKOMMEHTHPYITE 3TOT TEKCT MO «Iiepe-
BOJIYECKUM YTJIOM 3PCHHS», T.C. ONPENCIHUTEe CTENeHbh HEOOXOMUMOCTH H
KauecTBa TPOU3BEJCHHBIX C TEKCTOM JICKCUKO-TPAMMATHYECKUX TpaHC-
(dhopmarmii.

Most of the British live in towns and cities. But they have an idealized
vision of the countryside. To the British, the countryside has almost none of
the negative associations which it has in some countries, such as poor facili-
ties, lack of educational opportunities, unemployment and poverty. To
them, the countryside means peace and quiet, beauty, good health and no
crime. Most of them would live in a country village if they thought that they
could find a way of earning a living there. Ideally, this village would consist
of thatched cottages built around an area of grass known as a ‘village
green’. Nearby, there would be a pond with ducks on it. Nowadays such a
village is not actually very common, but it is a stereotypical picture that is

well-known to the British.

21



Some history connected with the building of the Channel tunnel pro-
vides an instructive example of the British attitude. While the ‘chunnel’ was
being built, there were also plans to build new high-speed rail links on ei-
ther side of it. But what route would these new railways lines take? On the
French side of the tunnel, communities battled with each other to get the
new line built through their towns. It would be good for local business. But
on the English side, the opposite occurred. Nobody wanted the rail link near
them! Communities battled with each other to get the new line built some-
where else. Never mind about business, they wanted to preserve their peace
and quiet.

Perhaps this love of the countryside is another aspect of British conser-
vatism. The countryside represents stability. Those who live in towns and
cities take an active interest in country matters and the British regard it as
both a right and privilege to be able to go ‘into the country’ whenever they
want to. Large areas of the country are official ‘national parks’ where al-
most no building is allowed.

Even if they cannot get into the countryside, many British people still
spend a lot of their time with ‘nature’. They grow plants. Gardening is one
of the most popular hobbies in the country. Even those unlucky people who
do not have a garden can participate. Each local authority owns several ar-
eas of land which it rents very cheaply to these people in small parcels. On

these ‘allotments’, people grow mainly vegetables.

JIOBOBb K ITPHPO/IE
BonbmmHCTBO OpHTaHIIEB )KUBET B OOJBIINX M MAJIEHHKHUX [OPO/aX, HO
UX HJEaJOM OCTaeTcs CelbCKas MecTHOcTh. OHa, MO MX MHEHUIO, JIUIIEeHA
KaKnX-JIMOO HETaTHUBHBIX acCOIMAlWi, KOTOpHIE OIIYIIAIOTCS B JPYIHX

CTpaHax: HeKOM(OPTHOCTH ObITA, OTCYTCTBHE XOPOIIEro 00pa3oBanusi, 6e3-
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paboruna u 6egHOCTh. 1151 OpHUTAHIEB CENbCKast MECTHOCTh aCCOLMUPYETCS
C THIIMHOHM M TIOKOEM, KPaCHBOW MPUPOJION, XOPOIIUM 310POBEEM H OTCYT-
CTBHEM MPECTYIHOCTH. BONBIIMHCTBO M3 HUX XOTENU OBl KUTH B JIEPEBHE,
eciy Obl TONBKO OHM OBIIIM YBEPEHBI, YTO HAMIYT TaM criocolb 3apabaThiBaTh
ce0e Ha )Xu3Hb. B nyeane Takas nepeBeHbKa J0DKHA COCTOATh U3 IOMHUKOB,
TIOKPBITHIX COJIOMOM, COCPEIOTOYEHHBIX BOKPYT OOJIBIION 3€JICHON JTyXKaii-
KU JUIS UTPBI B KPUKET, a psiioM OBl pacnonarasics Ipyauk ¢ yTkamu. Takne
JIEPEBHU CETOJHS BCTPEYAIOTCS] HE YacTO, HO 9Ta THIMYHAsI KapTHHA XOPO-
10 3HAKOMa Ka)XXJIOMY OpUTaHITY.

CoObITHSI, CBSI3aHHBIE CO CTPOUTENHCTBOM TyHHENs 1o Jla-Mawnmiem,
JIAIOT OYYHTENBHBIA PUMEP OTHOLIEHUs OpUTAHIEB K pupoae. Bo Bpems
MIPOEKTUPOBaHKsS EBpOTYHHENS MOSBWINCH TUIAHBI CTPOUTENBCTBA HOBBIX
CKOPOCTHBIX JKEJIE3HBIX JOpPOr B KAUeCTBE MPOJOJDKEHHS TYHHEIs Ha Tep-
puropun bpuranmn u @pannyn. BosHuk Bompoc: rae ux crpouth? Bo
@pannuy MecTHBIE OOMIMHBI OOPOIHCH MEXIY CO0OH 3a TO, YTOOBI 1opora
Ipolyia UIMEHHO 4Yepe3 MX TopoAkd. Bemp 310 OBl Tak momiepikano Mect-
Helid Om3Hec! Ho B AHrimm Bce ObLIO HA00OpPOT: HUKTO HE XOTEN, YTOOBI
JKeJIe3Has JI0pora IPOXOoJuia PsIoM € UX AoMaMu. Tam oOmuHBI 6oponrch
3a TO, YTOOBI JI0pora MpoIuIa I/ YTOJHO, HO TOJBKO He uepe3 Hux. bor ¢
HHUM, ¢ OM3HECOM, TJIaBHOE, YTOOBI COXPaHMIIMCh THIIMHA U TTOKO#!

Bo3moxxHO 3Ta M1000BH K NPHUPOAE TOJIBKO elle OfHa 4YepTa OpuTaH-
CKOI'0 KOHCEpBaTH3Ma: JIEPEBHS — 3TO CHMBOJ cTabmibHOCTH. JKurenn
OONBIINX W MAaJICHBKHX TOPOJIOB HPOSBISIIOT JKUBOM MHTEPEC K CEIbCKOM
MECTHOCTH. BpUTaHIBI CYMTAIOT CBOMM IIPaBOM W IPUBHJIETHEH UMETh BO3-
MOXHOCTh «II0€XaTh Ha MPUPOY», KOT/Ia OHU 3aXOTST 3TO clenaTh. bob-
IIMe TEPPUTOPUH B CEIILCKOW MECTHOCTH SIBIISIIOTCS O(QHUIMAIBHBIMH «Ha-

IMUOHAJIbHBIMHU NIapKaMn», TA€ NPAKTUICCKU HUYCTO HEJIb3s CTPOUTh.
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Ecnu nasxe aromu HE MOTYT 1O€XaTh B CENIBCKYIO0 MECTHOCTB, OpUTAHIIBI
BCE PaBHO MPOBOJSAT MHOT'O BPEMEHH, «OOIIasiCh C NPUPOJOH» — OHH BBI-
pammBaroT 1BeThl. CaJoBOACTBO — OIHO M3 CaMbIX HOITYJSPHBIX X000M B
cTpaHe. Jlake Te HEMHOTHE JIOIU, Y KOTOPBIX HET CBOEro cajga, MOTYT
YIIOBIIETBOPHUTH 3TY cTpacTh. KaxKIblii MECTHBIH MYHHIMITAJIUTET BIaJIEET
3eMJIei, KOTopasl B BUJI€ OYEHb MAJICHBKHUX HAJEJIOB CIAETCS B apeHJy JKe-
naromuM paboratk Ha Hel. Ha aTX «ydacTkax», Kak MX Ha3bIBaroT B bpu-

TAaHWH, JIIOJU BbIPpAIMBAOT B OCHOBHOM OBOIIH.
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YACTH 2
A PORTRAIT OF LONDON

London facts and figures

London has a population of about 6, 75 million, including substantial
ethnic minority groups, and is the largest city in Britain. London is the seat
of central government and is one of the world’s leading commercial and
cultural centres.

London — the area administrated by the London borough councils and
the Corporation of London covers 1, 580 sq km (610 sq miles). The popula-
tion has declined from about 8 million at the beginning of the 1960s be-
cause of the pattern of migration from inner city areas to outer suburbs.
However, the rate of decline decreased markedly during the 1980s.

London has an excessive public transportation network, which is being
further improved through substantial investment and new construction.
Problems of inner city decline in certain parts of the capital are being ad-
dressed by comprehensive
urban regeneration schemes.

Sightseeing

Perhaps the best way to get acquainted with the city when you first ar-
rive is to take a guided bus tour. The Original London Transport Sightsee-
ing Tour ‘London Plus’, for example, provides open-top double-decker
buses, so that you can be sure of a good view. Tours run at frequent inter-
vals throughout the day, offering the opportunity to get on and off as often
as you like at more than thirty different places.

Highlights of your tour will include famous sights such as ‘Big Ben’
and the magnificent Houses of Parliament beside the river Thames; Down-
ing Street, the official home of the British Prime Minister; and the Tower of

London. One of the river’s most famous landmarks is Tower Bridge.
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Daily displays of pomp and pageantry are also an important part of the
London scene; watch the daily spectacle of Changing the Guard outside
Buckingham Palace and at Horse Guards, Whitehall. Highlights of the
ceremonial year are Trooping the Colour, held to celebrate the Queen’s of-
ficial birthday in June, the Royal Tournament and the State Openings of
Parliament in June and November.

The Growth of London

Archaeological evidence indicates that London was an active centre in
Roman times. By the Middle Ages, when London became the political and
commercial capital of England, it was one of the principal cities in Europe.
The original commercial nucleus of the City of London (only a mile square
— 2,6 sq km — referred to simply as ‘the City’) was adjoined by the City of
Westminster (to the West), where the political centre established by the
monarchy was supplemented by the administrative offices of Parliament
and Whitehall.

London’s expansion accelerated during the Industrial Revolution of the
late — eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, by the end of which it had devel-
oped into the largest city in the world. During the twentieth century, popula-
tion growth has been concentrated in the outer suburbs, in the surrounding
areas known as the ‘home counties’ and in 12 new towns around London.
These new towns, out of a total of 32 in Britain as a whole, were created
after 1945 within a radius of 129 km of London to relieve the density of
population and the capital’s housing shortage. To restrict the sprawl of
built-up areas, London pioneered the concept of a ‘green belt’ around the
city, where the land is left open and free from further large-scale building

development.
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Modern London

Like most of the world’s greatest cities, London is a place of change
and innovation. See the remarkable ‘inside out’ Lloyd’s of London building
in the heart of the city’s financial district — designed with its pipes and lifts
on the outside!

The Docklands Light Railway provides unrivalled views of the devel-
opments in Docklands. You can also reach the area by a high speed river
bus service, which runs from Chelsea Harbour and Charing Cross Pier on
the Embankment. Getting around Britain’s capital needn’t be a complicated
matter! London’s famous red double-decker buses will get you almost any-
where. When you are in a hurry, however, use the Underground ‘tube’
trains instead.

Another way of seeing some of London’s sights is by river. A journey
on the Thames, by pleasure boat or river bus, gives a completely new per-
spective on the capital. Many guided walking tours are operated by various
companies throughout the year. Discover the London of Shakespeare and
Dickens, or follow the trail of Ghosts and Ghouls.

Museums and galleries

London is packed with fine museums and galleries, many of which
have changing programmes of temporary exhibitions throughout the year,
so there’s always something different to see.

The art collections at the National Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery
and the Tate Gallery are admired throughout the world, and, in a compact
area of South Kensington you will find the Victoria & Albert, National His-
tory and Science Museums. The British Museum is London’s largest and

needs more than one visit to do it justice.
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The Museum of the Moving Image brings to life the glamorous story of
film and television — here you can fly like Superman, take a starring part in
western, and even operate the cameras!

Bring your camera along to Madame Tussaud’s famous waxworks
where you can spot personalities from the international world of entertain-
ment, sport and politics.

Shopping

Oxford Street is the main shopping district with over half a dozen ma-
jor department stores, and dozens of smaller retailers offering great bar-
gains. Knightsbridge is dominated by Harrods, the largest department store
in Europe — no matter what you are searching for, you are bound to find it
here!

Other fashionable shopping areas include the King’s Road in Chelsea,
Kensington High Street, and Whiteley’s in Bayswater — a famous old de-
partment store whose interior has been transformed into an exciting new
shopping centre.

London also has many street markets which are great for bargain hunt-
ing or just browsing around. Covent Garden used to be the site of an old
flower, fruit and vegetable market. Nowadays it is a buzzing area, packed
with trendy shops, market stalls, bistros and wine bars which will keep you
amused for hours. At Camden Lock and Portobello Road you will find any-
thing from second-hand bric-a-brac to designer clothes; Camden Passage in
Islington specializes in antiques.

London’s villages

Each area of London has its own special atmosphere and many places
retain the character and charm of small villages. Discover Hampstead to the
north of the city, which, with its exclusive shops, pavement cafes and fine

Georgian houses, is a sought — after residential district. The wide open
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spaces of Hampstead Heath are great for walking, and Parliament Hill pro-
vides one of the best views over London. Get to know the Thames — side
village of Richmond to the west, where you can linger in antique shops,
walk along the river or explore the beautifully wild landscape of Richmond
Park. Also in the area are the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, and Henry
VIII’s magnificent Tudor palace of Hampton Court.

Arts and entertainment

London is one of the world’s leading centres for theatre. There are
about 100 theatres in the capital. These include the three auditoriums of the
Royal Theatre on the South Bank of the Thames and the two auditoriums in
the London base of the Royal Shakespeare Company at the Barbican Cen-
tre. In 1989 the partial remains of two Elizabethan theatres — the Rose Thea-
tre, where most of Christopher Marlowe’s plays were performed, and the
Globe Theatre where William Shakespeare acted — were excavated on the
South Bank. The Globe has since been listed as an ancient monument.

London plays host to five of the world’s finest orchestras and has three
main concert halls — the Royal Festival Hall, the Barbican Hall, and the
Royal Albert Hall — setting for the unique Henry Wood Promenade concerts
each summer.

The city’s two main rock concert venues are the Hammersmith Apollo
and Wembley Arena. However, there are many small clubs where you can
see the stars of tomorrow perform. Ballet and opera lovers can enjoy world-
class performances at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden (also home
of the Royal Ballet) and at the London Coliseum, St Martin’s Lane, base of
the English National Opera.

Eating and drinking

When it comes to food and drink you are really spoilt for choice in

Britain’s capital. To sample the atmosphere of traditional London, and to
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meet a few Londoners at leisure, then pay a visit to one of the many pubs —
there are literally thousands to choose from. Several are worth a visit for
their historical value, such as the 17"-century Lamb and Flag in Covent
Garden, and Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese on Fleet Street, popular with lawyers
and journalists.

Business and finance

The City of London is an international finance centre providing a wide
range of specialized services. Historically the industry has been located in
the ‘Square Mile’ of the ‘The City’. This remains broadly the case, even
though the markets for financial services have grown and diversified. ‘The
City’ has the greatest concentration of banks in the world and the world’s
biggest insurance industry. It has the world’s highest turnover of foreign
exchange dealings and is the centre of the eurocurrency market. The Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Development is established in London.

Tourism generates a significant proportion of London’s income. In
2005 over 17.7 million overseas tourists visited Britain, of whom nearly 9.9
million spent time in London.

Ethnic diversity

London is among the most multi-racial cities in the world and is esti-
mated that some 160 languages and dialects are spoken by the children in
London’s schools. There is a corresponding religious diversity in the capi-
tal. Afro—Caribbieans and Indians, numbering 288,000 and 333,000 respec-
tively, from the largest ethnic minority communities in the capital. Other
substantial minorities include Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, Chinese, Africans
and Arabs. Ethnic minority newspapers, in both English and ethnic lan-

guages, are well established in London and cultural activities are expanding.
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Recreation

London has many parks, gardens and open spaces. The most notable
are the Royal Parks in central London: St. James’s Park and Green Park.
Hampstead Heath and Richmond Park constitute two of the larger open
spaces and the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew in west London are renowned
for their plant collections and research. Many parks provide sports facilities
such as tennis courts and football pitches. Rowing events are held on the
River Thames and the annual London Marathon attracts thousands of run-

ners every year.

THE WEST END

The West End is the name given to the area of central London north
from The Mall to Oxford Street. It includes Trafalgar Square, the main
shopping areas of Oxford Street, Regent Street and Bond Street, and the
entertainment centres of Soho, Piccadilly Circus, Leicester Square and
Shaftesbury Avenue. Its name is associated with glamour and bright lights.

Trafalgar Square

Trafalgar Square was built early in the last century to commemorate the
Battle of Trafalgar. Admiral Lord Nelson’s statue stands on top of column
in the middle of Trafalgar Square. The square makes a good place for peo-
ple to meet — coaches pick up parties of visitors, marchers unite for protest
meetings, and at Christmas time carol singers gather round a huge Christ-
mas tree which is sent to Britain from Norway every year. Behind Nelson’s
Column is the National Gallery, an art gallery in which you can find many

old masters.
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Shopping

Most of London’s big department stores are in Oxford Street and Re-
gent Street. They are always crowded, but at sale times, in January and July,
there are so many people that it is difficult to move and it’s safer to go in
the direction of the majority! These days it is often difficult to distinguish
the goods in one large store from those in another. If you are looking for
something ‘different’ (but cannot afford the prices of Bond Street) it is cer-
tainly worth going to New Covent Garden. This used to be England’s big-
gest fruit and vegetable market, but a few years ago, the market was moved
to a new site on the other side of the River Thames. The old market, now
called ‘New Covent Garden’, was restored and converted into a shopping
centre. There are now more than forty shops of many different kinds, and
there are several places to eat and drink. The opening hours are different
from most other shops: they open at 10 a.m. and close at 8 p.m., whereas
most shops open from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. As well as shopping, there is en-
tertainment with lunch-time theatre groups and classical, jazz, folk and pop
music.

Entertainment

Piccadilly Circus is the centre of night life in the West End. It is usually
top of everyone’s list of things to see in London, because it is well known.
It is actually quite small, and most people are rather disappointed when they
see it for the first time because they had imagined it would be much bigger!
To the north of Piccadilly Circus is Soho, which has been the foreign quar-
ter of London since the 17" century. Now it has restaurants offering food
from a variety of different countries, especially Chinese and Italian ones, as
well as ‘adult’ entertainment.

London is famous for its live theatre, and there are over thirty theatres

within a square mile. Naturally there is a great variety of shows to choose
32



from: ‘whodunnits’, opera, musicals, drama, comedies and so on. If you
want to know what is on in London, the best place to look is in a newspaper.

Every day when people in the UK and overseas switch on their radio to
listen to BBC radio news, they can hear one of the most famous sounds in
London. On the hour the bells of Big Ben ring loud and clear. Many people
think that Big Ben is the clock of the whole tower next to the Houses of
Parliament. In fact, it is the largest of the five bells at the top of the tower.
Parliament itself is in Westminster, a part of London that has long been
connected with royalty and government. King Edward the Confessor first
decided to build a palace beside the River Thames in the 11" century. His
successors extended the palace and made it their main residence. Gradually,
Westminster became the centre of government and justice. At first, Parlia-
ment was organized by the monarch as a way of governing the country. He
or she called different groups together: the Lords represented the Church
and aristocracy whilst the Commons were used by the rich land-owners to
put forward the views and interests of their own town or village. Over the
centuries power gradually passed from the monarch to Parliament but not
without a few problems!

During the reign of James I, for example, Guy Fawkes tried to blow up
Parliament. James’ son, Charles I, thought that he could rule the country
without the help of Parliament, but these dreams led to his death. He tried to
make parliament do what he wanted, but after years of quarrelling he finally
lost his patience. One day he burst into the House of Commons with several
hundred men and tried to arrest its leaders. They had already escaped. But
the struggle between king and parliament was not finished and the country
was thrown into a civil war, which only stopped when Charles was finally

beheaded in 1649.
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The Queen still opens the new session of Parliament each autumn by
reading ‘the Queen’s Speech’, which describes the main policies of the
Government. However, this takes place in the House of Lords and she is not
allowed to enter the House of Commons. This tradition goes back to the
time of Charles I, more than three hundred years ago, and reminds every-
body that the monarch must not try to govern the country.

The Houses of Parliament were rebuilt in 1835 after being completely
destroyed by fire. In addition, the House of Commons needed more repairs
after being bombed during the Second World War. Parliament is in session
every afternoon and evening except Friday and the weekend, and if you are
lucky you might be able to watch a debate from the public gallery.

Westminster Abbey

Opposite the Houses of Parliament stands Westminster Abbey. A
church has stood here since Saxon times when, in the year 750 AD, a Bene-
dictine Abbey was founded. It was known as West Monastery (Westmin-
ster), from its position 3 miles (five kilometres) west of London’s centre.
From Norman times British monarchs have been crowned there and since
the 13™ century they have been buried there. Many other famous people are
also buried in Westminster Abbey including statesmen, musicians and writ-
ers. In Poet’s Corner can be found statues and the tombs of poets such as

T.S. Eliot.

STRATFORD - UPON - AVON
Stratford — upon — Avon is an unremarkable market town but for one
little detail: in 1564, the wife of a local merchant, John Shakespeare, gave
birth to William Shakespeare, probably the greatest writer ever to use the
English language...
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There was no theatre in Stratford in Shakespeare’s day — it was not un-
til 1769 that Stratford organized any event in honour of him, and that was a
festival put together by London — based actor — manager David Garrick,
which featured no dramatic performances at all. From then on, the idea of
building a permanent home in which to perform Shakespeare’s works
gained momentum, and the feasibility of building a theatre in backwater
Stratford grew immensely with the advent of better roads and the railways.
The first memorial Theatre was opened in 1879, on land donated by local
beer magnate Charles Flower, who also funded the project.

After a fire in 1926 the competition held for a replacement was won by
the only woman applicant, Elisabeth Scott. Her theatre, overlooking a beau-
tiful scene of lush meadows and willow trees on the northern banks of the
Avon, is today the Main House, presenting a constant diet of Shakespeare’s
works.

As the Royal Shakespeare Company works on a repertory system, you
could stay in Stratford for a few days and see four or five different plays.
During the day you can inspect the Royal Shakespeare Company’s trove of
theatrical memorabilia at the RSC Collection, or go on a backstage tour.

In Stratford you can also visit the Shakespeare Centre and birthplace
Museum; Holy Trinity Church, which contains Shakespeare’s tomb; Hall’s
Croft, the former home of Shakespeare’s older daughter, Susanna, and doc-
tor husband, the beautiful gardens and foundations of New Place (Shake-
speare’s last residence, demolished in 1759); Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, the
home of the woman who in 1582 became Shakespeare’s wife; Mary Ar-
den’s House, an Elizabethan country farm, formerly the home of Shake-
speare’s mother; and the Shakespeare Countryside Museum.

(Britain, The Rough Guide)
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THE SWAN OF AVON

In April 1564 a son was born to John and Mary Shakespeare at Henley
Street, Stratford — upon — Avon. His mother was the daughter of Robert
Arden, an important farmer in Warwickshire. His father was a rich citizen
whose business was making and selling leather gloves.

The parents did not guess that their son, William, was going to be such
an important figure in English poetry and drama, and that his plays would
still be acted four hundred years later — not only in England, but all over the
world!

While still a teenager of nineteen, William married Anne Hathaway, a
farmer’s daughter some years older than himself. We don’t know how he
earned his living during these early years. He may have helped his father in
the family business or he may have been a country schoolmaster for a time.
During these years his three children were born: Susannah, the eldest, then
twins — a son, Hamnet (not Hamlet!), and another girl, Judith. In 1587
Shakespeare went to work in London, leaving Anne and the children at
home. One story says this is because he killed some deer belonged to a rich
landowner nearby, and that he had to run away from the law.

Shakespeare soon began to act and to write plays. By 1592 he was an
important member of a well-known acting company, and in 1599 the fa-
mous Globe Theatre was built on the south bank of the river Thames. It was
in this theatre that most of his plays were performed and, like all Elizabe-
than theatres, it was a round building with a stage in the centre open to the
sky. If it rained, the actors got wet! If the weather was too bad, there was no
performance.

By 1603, the year when Queen Elizabeth I died, Shakespeare was al-
ready the leading poet and dramatist of his time. He continued to write for

the next ten years, but in 1613 he finally stopped writing and went to live in
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Stratford where he died in 1616. He is buried in Holy Trinity Church, Strat-
ford — upon — Avon.

Ben Jonson, who lived from 1572 to 1637, and who was also a famous
writer of plays, called Shakespeare ‘Sweet swan of Avon’. Shakespeare has

been known as the ‘Swan of Avon’ ever since.

LIVERPOOL AND THE BEATLES

On Wednesday 24™ October 1962, Love Me Do, entered the British Top
Thirty. It was the first single by an unknown group from Liverpool called
the Beatles. It was a first of a number of big hits that would make John
Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr the most suc-
cessful pop group the world has ever known.

However, the road to success was not always easy. John and Paul had
spent many afternoons listening to American stars like Chuck Berry and
Elvis Presley before they were able to write the famous Lennon and
McCartney songs.

Although the long evenings spent playing in hot nightclubs in Liver-
pool and Hamburg in Germany had not earned them much money, they
found the experience very useful when playing to huge audiences later on.

Not only their style of singing new and exiting, but their unusual hair-
cuts — Beatle ‘mops’! — and crazy sense of humour immediately became the
latest fashion.

One of the most important people at the start of their careers was Brian
Epstein, a Liverpudlian record-dealer. He managed to change four ordinary
working-class lads into international superstars. George Martin, their record

producer, encouraged them to introduce all kinds of unusual instruments on
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their records and combined popular and classical styles in a new and origi-
nal way.

During the 1960s the Beatles were always in the news headlines; films,
world tours and sometimes scandal. John once suggested that the Beatles
were better known than Jesus Christ. This caused hundreds of young
Americans to burn their Beatle records. In addition some people thought
there were hidden messages about drugs in some of the songs.

After a decade of successful music and films, the Beatles finally de-
cided to break up in the early seventies, after public disagreements about
money and personalities.

Although many fans hoped there would be a reunion throughout the
1970s, this became impossible with the tragic murder of John Lennon in
New York in 1980.

The surviving Beatles are still deeply involved in music and film pro-

jects, but many fans still long for music of the 60s.

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CORNER OF ENGLAND

The Lake District is the central mountainous area of Cumbria in the
Northwest and has some of England’s most beautiful scenery. Several other
names are used to describe this area, for example, Lakeland, and the English
Lakes. Since the Lake District is a National Park, there is special control
over building, to make sure that the beauty of countryside is not spoiled.
Nearly one quarter of the Lake District National Park is owned by the Na-
tional Trust.

The National Trust is a charity, which means it is financed by ordinary
people who pay to become members. It is not financed or run by the gov-

ernment.

38



The Trust was set up in 1895 by three people who thought that industri-
alization could spoil the countryside and ancient buildings of England and
Wales.

Today the Trust is the third largest landowner in the country. It owns
about 586,000 acres (almost 2,400 sq. km.) of land. Its properties include
famous gardens, whole villages, farms, wind — and water — mills, lakes and
hills, abbeys, prehistoric and Roman antiquities (including part of Hadrian’s
Wall), important bird sanctuaries such as Lindisfarne Island in Northumber-
land, and examples of industrial archaecology. The aim of the Trust is to

conserve all these things for our enjoyment.

LET'S SAVE OUR HERITAGE

The issue of how our heritage is to survive ever greater inundations of
tourists becomes more and more pressing.

The inundation is happening here and now. London has run out of hotel
rooms. Heathrow has run out of tarmac. Think of the impact made already,
and multiply all that by 10: that gives some indication of the mighty tide of
tourism we will face in the early years of the 21* century.

They will flock through Leicester Square and Piccadilly Circus, and the
effect will be merely decorative. But they will also go to the National Gal-
lery, Victoria and Albert Museum, Stratford-on-Avon and Stonehenge. A
minority — but a stunning number of people all the same — will go to the
Lake District, too.

But this is not just a problem for the future. Under the press of num-
bers, many tourist experiences are already being destroyed. Everyone gets
to see the picture, the monument, the palace — but no one gets to see it prop-
erly. Everyone goes to Venice, but all you can think about while you are

there are jams of people seeing it with you.
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The result is the progressive closing-off of sensitive sites. No one today
can climb the tower of Pisa, walk among the columns of Parthenon, or ex-
plore freely the colleges of Oxford. To our children, such experiences will
be as mythic and improbable as driving on traffic-free roads or looking
round unlocked country churches. The danger is that more and more of the
planet’s cherished places will suffer the same fate: disappearing under im-
mense crowds, than being ‘rescued’ with the result that no one is able to
enjoy them at all.

Allowing the tourist market to take its course unimpeded makes no
more sense than allowing loggers to have their way in Amazonia. For any
particular moment, the natural or man made, there is an optimum number of
people who can enjoy it to the full at any given time. Mona Lisa, 5; Stone-
henge, 50; Venice, perhaps, 10,000. The task ahead for those who adminis-
trate such places is devising ways that will permit access to the right sorts of
numbers, so that each person who pays his entrance fee will be confident
that he will be able to enjoy it to the full, in the same way that he enjoys the
theatre or cinema, confident of having a seat with a view.

The challenge of the future will be to allow all who want it, the most
intimate possible contact with our heritage, while making sure that future
generations will be able to enjoy it in the same way. Those twin goals will
be impossible without a widespread and intelligently administrated form of
time ticketing.

(The Guardian)

RELIGION

Throughout British history religion has been closely connected with
kings, queens and politics. England was a Roman Catholic country until

1534. Why did this change?
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When a king and a pope quarreled...

In 1525 King Henry VIII decided to divorce his queen, Catherine of
Aragon who, at the age of forty, was five years older than Henry. Also, she
had only given him a daughter, and Henry wanted a son. He fell in love
with Anne Boleyn who was younger, but when Henry asked the Pope for
permission to divorce Catherine, he refused. Henry was so angry with the
Pope that he ended all contact between England and Rome, divorced Cath-
erine without the Pope’s permission and married Anne Boleyn. In 1534 Par-
liament named Henry head of the Church of England. This was the begin-
ning of the Anglican Church. This quarrel with Rome was political, not re-
ligious. The Anglican Church did not start as a Protestant Church and Henry
certainly did not regard himself as a Protestant. In fact, the Pope had given
Henry the title of ‘Defender of the Faith’ in 1521 for words he wrote attack-
ing Martin Luther, the German Protestant. (British kings and queens still
have this title, and you can see the letters FID DEF or F.D. on British coins
today.) However the Protestant movement in Europe was growing very
strong at this time. When Henry quarreled with Rome and ordered the Bible
to be translated into English, the way was opened for Protestantism to
spread in England. Over the next years many people changed to this new

religion.

THE CLASS SYSTEM
“We are by our occupations, education, and habits of life, divided into
different species, which regard one another, for the most part with scorn and
malignity,” wrote the 18™-century man of letters, Dr Johnson.
Every country in the world has a class system. But in some way, for

some reason, the question of class seems to have a special meaning for the
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British. This is reflected in their image abroad. Hollywood films have fea-
tured lots of upper-class Englishmen, always snobbish and usually cruel or
stupid. The whole world knows the stereotype of the English gentleman or
lord, often with a monocle and tweed jacket, sipping whisky and reading
The Times. Our class-ridden reputation goes back a long way: in 1755 a
French traveler named Jean Rouquet wrote: “The Englishman always has in
his hands an accurate pair of scales in which he scrupulously weighs up the
birth and rank and wealth of the people he meets”.

The British themselves are obsessed with the issue: it is at the centre of
countless novels, plays and films, and the topic comes up again and again in
the news media. A vast proportion of British humour is based on the inter-
action between upper and working classes. Public figures occasionally state
that the class system is at the root of the country’s problems, or alternatively
that the class system is dead.

The strangest feature of class in Britain is that it is not entirely depend-
ent on money. It seems that you can in certain circumstances be high class
and poor, or low class and rich. This is an important clue to the conundrum:
the system must be based on something historical which does not exactly
match present conditions. And that is precisely which Britain has: the royal
family and all the dukes, earls and barons are a relic of feudalism. Although
these vestiges of the old aristocracy add up to very small numbers of the
population, they set the tone for the rest of the class structure. At least 200
years ago, the commercial middle class triumphed over the old land-owning
nobles (and Napoleon called the British, “a nation of shopkeepers”), but in
terms of style and attitude the victory has been the other way round.

A note of caution here: official statistics, of course, treat class as a

strictly economic distinction. Government figures have mostly been based
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on a six-point scale of employment types, very similar to the one below,

which is used by market-researchers and advertisers.

A Upper middle class (e.g. top managers, doctors and lawyers)

B Middle class (e.g. middle managers, teachers)

C1 Lower middle class (e.g. office workers)

C2 Skilled working class (e.g. electricians, car mechanics)

D Unskilled working class (e.g. farm or building labourers)

E Residual (e.g. unemployed)

Marketing people are the ultimate experts in questions of class — they
have to make sure that advertisements for Mercedes cars and Rolex watches
go in newspapers read by the As and Bs, and advertisements for cut-price
cigarettes and car batteries appear where they will be seen by the C2s, Ds
and Es.

However, unlike government statisticians, but in common with the rest
of the British public, marketing people know that there are many other indi-
cators of social class. Upper-class people cook French food for an evening
meal which they call dinner or supper, and they drink wine with it; they
watch tennis and rugby; they read The Times or The Daily Telegraph; they
name their sons Piers or Edward, and their daughters Rebecca or Sophie;
they listen to classical music; and they buy stocks and shares. Working-
class people microwave ready-made supermarket meals for an evening meal
which they call tea, and they drink tea with it; they watch snooker and foot-
ball; they read The Sun or The Daily Mirror, they name their sons Darren or
Paul, and their daughters Ashley or Lizzie; they listen to pop music; they
buy lottery tickets.
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These are stereotypes, of course, which are humorous and only half-
true. More seriously, the two really important indicators of class are educa-
tion and accent. George Bernard Shaw wrote a satire on the linguistic aspect
of class in his play Pygmalion, in which a professor takes a poor cockney
flower-girl, Eliza Doolittle, and turns her into an upper-class lady by train-
ing her to speak with the right accent. In the preface to Pygmalion Shaw
writes: “It is impossible for an Englishman to open his mouth without mak-
ing some other Englishmen despise him.” In simple terms, the higher the
class, the more the accent resembles that of the royal family. Whereas most
ordinary people have regional accents, the upper classes speak in exactly the
same way from the south-east of England to the north-west of Scotland.
This would seem a remarkable achievement, considering that children nor-
mally take on the accent of their surrounding community rather than that of
their parents. The explanation is the schools they go to. The most central
unifying feature of the upper class is that its members go to private, fee-
paying schools. Just 7 per cent of pupils in Britain are at private schools,
which are quite expensive: the top ones such as Eton (for boys) and Roe-
dean (for girls) cost £15, 000 per year. So it is actually quite difficult to
maintain your position in the upper class without a lot of money.

The British class system could be dismissed as just a piece of folklore,
which makes a visit to the country all the more fun. But unfortunately it
seems to get in the way of economic progress because important jobs do not
always go to the most able people. While the rest of the world long ago de-
cided that meritocracy was the way to develop successfully, relics of the

feudal system still hold Britain back.
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FAMILY LIFE

A ‘typical’ British family used to consist of mother, father, two chil-
dren, but in recent years there have been many changes in family life. Some
of these have been caused by new laws and others are the result of changes
in society. For example, since the law made it easier to get a divorce, the
number of divorces has increased. In fact one marriage in every three now
ends in divorce. This means that there are a lot of one-parent families. Soci-
ety is now more tolerant than it used to be of unmarried people, unmarried
couples and single parents.

Another change has been caused by the fact that people are living
longer nowadays, and many old people live alone following the death of
their partners. As a result of these changes in the pattern of people’s lives,
there are many households which consist of only one person or one adult
and children.

You might think that marriage and the family are not so popular as they
once were. However, the majority of divorced people marry again, and they
sometimes take responsibility for a second family.

Members of a family — grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins — keep in
touch, but they see less of each other than they used to. This is because peo-
ple often move away from their home town to work, and so the family be-
comes scattered. Christmas is the traditional season for reunions. Although
the family group is smaller nowadays than it used to be, relatives often
travel many miles in order to spend the holiday together.

In general, each generation is keen to become independent of parents in
establishing its own family unit, and this fact can lead to social as well as

geographical differences within the larger family group.
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Who looks after the older generation?

There are about 10 million old-age pensioners in Britain, of whom
about 750,000 cannot live entirely independently. The government gives
financial help in the form of a pension but in the future it will be more and
more difficult for the national economy to support the increasing number of
elderly. At the present time, more than half of all old people are looked
after at home. Many others live in Old Peoples’ Homes, which may be pri-
vate or state-owned.

The individual and the family.

Relationships within the family are different now. Parents treat their
children more as equals than they used to, and children have more freedom
to make their own decisions. The father is more involved with bringing up
children, often because the mother goes out to work. Increased leisure fa-
cilities and more money mean that there are greater opportunities for the
individual to take part in activities outside the home. Although the family
holiday is still an important part of family life (usually taken in August, and
often abroad) many children have holidays away from their parents, often

with a school party or other organized group.

HOLIDAYS

The classic British summer holidays used to be at the British seaside.
But it had some fairly obvious drawbacks. Much of the coast is rocky rather
than sandy. The water is cold that bathers scream as they get in: according
to the geography books, the Gulf Stream from Mexico warms the sea in this
part of the world, but the British are skeptical — perhaps it does warm the
sea but not enough for most humans. Then there is the Great British

Weather: one year there can be four weeks of hot sun in August, and the
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next it can be wet and windy almost every day. All this means that people
do not spend a great deal of time swimming and lying on the beach.

Alternatives were developed. One of these was a whole culture of sea-
side entertainment centered around the funfair, with cafés and chip shops,
and a little light gambling on fruit machines. In the 19™ century, dozens of
seaside towns around the country built piers: pretty, ornate structures pro-
jecting out into the sea, like bridges leading nowhere, so that holidaymakers
could promenade and enjoy the healthy sea breezes. Another alternative, for
the most studious types, was to explore the coast for things of biological and
geological interest. Many children developed their first interest in science
while watching the wildlife in rock pools or picking up fossils beneath the
cliffs.

In the 1960s, British people started to realize that they could escape
their own unreliable summers by going south. Travel has become even
cheaper since than, today half of the nation’s holidays are taken abroad. In
spite of that, the British are still quite nervous about dealing with foreigners,
so the great majority choose package holidays. This means that the flight,
the hotel and food are all paid for in advance and arranged by the travel
company. The tourist does not have to worry about negotiating with taxi
drivers and waiters who do not speak English. The favourite package desti-
nation has always been Spain, and every summer thousands of charters
planes take off from airports around the country heading for Alicante, Ibiza
and Palma de Majorca. British holidaymakers have suffered from a rather
negative image because they demand British food, beer, music and TV pro-
grammes; they want to create little bits of Britain in the sun. But that image
is slowly changing as more and more Britons travel further afield and try to

make some sort of contact with the local culture.
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TURNING WORK INTO PLAY

Houses in Britain are seen as an investment. Property prices have risen
steeply in the last 20 years and continue to rise, so people buy houses in the
hope of making money. Home ownership is high, at about 70 per cent. One
result of this is that people are happy to work on their houses: the work
benefits themselves, not a landlord. DIY (do-it-yourself) has become mas-
sively popular with 60 per cent of all men and 30 per cent of all women
“doing it themselves”.

These days not so many house owners are wealthy, so they try to avoid
calling to carpenter, plumber or electrician. But the DIY craze is not based
entirely on economics. It has become a hobby which gives many people
pleasure and a sense of achievement. In government statistics, DIY is listed
as a leisure activity. Every TV channel has its own DIY programme and
giant DIY superstores, selling tools and materials, have sprouted all over the
country.

Together with the love of house decoration goes a passion for gardens.
They buy gardening books and watch gardening programmes on TV. There
are gardening sections in the newspapers. Of course, not all the British share
this enthusiasm. Gardens are slow, long-term things, and even in this coun-
try most young people are not interested. However, some time in his or her
30s the average Briton starts learning plant names and buying seeds! About
half of the people in Britain do some gardening, and they spend over £3
billion in garden centres every year.

As with DIY, gardening is work which people do in their leisure time.
Some ambiguity remains — is it work or is it fun? Gardeners often talk about
their hobby in the language of guilt, which would seem more appropriate
for work. “Oh dear, I’m afraid I haven’t had time to mow the lawn or prune

those roses”.
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There are also conflicting attitudes to another national pastime — shop-
ping. For some it is a boring task only to be done when it is absolutely un-
avoidable; for others it is an addictive pleasure. It is obviously more fun if
you have a lot of money, and the rich have always enjoyed it in places like
London’s Bond Street, Knightsbridge or Piccadilly. But recently the habit
has caught on among the rest of the population. Big American-style shop-
ping malls have appeared, sometimes in town centres but very often out on
a motorway and accessible only by car. The gigantic Bluewater in Kent, for
example, looks almost like a theme park. It has branches of superstores,
dozens of smaller shops, and, most importantly, parking for 13,000 cars.
The idea, clearly, is not that the shopper drops in for a carton of milk and
some car food on the way home: this is designed for families to have a day

out, wandering around, looking, dreaming and spending.

ECCENTRICITY

Visitors to Britain are often surprised by the titles of the magazines on
newsagents’ shelves. Some of them appear to be extremely specialized.
There are lots of new technology, such as Which scanner? or Digital Photo
Effects. But there are also some very obscure traditional ones: Steam Rail-
way World, Bus and Coach Preservation, Stamp and Coin Market, and
Combat Aircraft. This is the strange world of the British hobby.

The most celebrated, and generally considered to be the most pointless
hobby, is trainspotting. Actually, it has largely died out today, but was very
popular in the days of beautiful old steam trains. The idea of trainspotting
was to list the identification numbers of the trains you saw, and...well, that
was it, really. Train spotters would often wear anoraks, and the anorak has

now become the symbol of all fanatical hobbyists.
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Some visitors are also surprised by an almost universal British custom:
going for a walk. This sometimes means healthy exercise in the open coun-
try, with lots of natural life to study on the way. Urban walkers will seek out
any little bit of park, broad pavement or canal bank. Actually, this may ex-
plain the huge popularity of dogs: if family or friends are unwilling to join
them, British people are embarrassed about going for a walk alone, and the

dog gives them the perfect excuse!

FASHION OUTDATED

The fashion industry

English jackets and blazers have been an international fashion theme
for a very long time. So have brogues: the heavy brown leather shoes,
handmade with a pattern of little holes, which are the favourite footwear of
the English gentleman. So, too, has tweed, that classic woolen cloth with
rich colours and traditional patterns, woven in the Scottish islands. But in
spite of the enduring popularity of a few items like these, Britain used to be
something of a backwater in terms of fashion, known mostly for conserva-
tism in clothes, as in the other aspects of life.

This all changed dramatically in the mid-60s, when boring old London
discovered pop music and became Swinging London. Suddenly the city,
which had always looked to Paris as the capital of taste and style, realized
that it did not have to try to imitate haute couture. Cheaper, younger, live-
lier clothes took centre stage as popular culture emerged with an unprece-
dented self-confidence. Fashion historians always look for meaning in
clothing styles: the state of the economy affects colours and skirt lengths,
and social relations are reflected in the way people dress. It was the time

when the old hierarchy of Britain was crumbing. From 1964, the Labour
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Party was in power and ordinary people were rapidly losing their respect for
the outdated aristocratic ruling class.

New materials like jersey and PVC were used in the fashion industry
for the first time. Design ideas came from lots of different sources: circles
and stripes, for example, were taken from the Op Art of the painter Bridget
Riley. Clothes became daring and sexy as never before: the young designer
Mary Quant introduced the miniskirt and later hot pants, which would have
been quite unthinkable just a decade earlier.

From that time on, the British fashion industry has been in and out of
favour many times. The punk look came out of London in the mid-70s, and
achieved worldwide recognition. In the early 80s, there was the new roman-
tic look, as worn by Boy George and Culture Club. These were young, radi-
cal, pop music-based styles which helped London to develop a new image.
Since the 1970s, the city has joined Paris, Milan and New York as a fully-
fledged fashion capital, with top foreign designers showing their collections
there, and London-based British designers moving around the world to
work for all the big international names. French Nicole Farhi and Turkish
Rifat Ozbek came to work in London. Significantly, a number of the super-
models have been British, too — Naomi Campbell, Kirsty Hume, Stella
Tennant and Kate Moss among others.

There has been success, but there is also a feeling of insecurity, as
though the whole fragile structure could collapse at any time. One year the
headlines say London is booming, and the next it all goes quiet again. A
regular pattern is that a young designer makes a huge name, it hailed as the
saviour of British fashion, and then goes off to work for a big French fash-
ion house. John Galliano was the London hero of the mid-80s, but then
started showing his collections in Paris and finally went to work for Given-

chy and Dior. The next big name, Alexander McQueen, followed exactly
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the same route and replaced Galliano at Givenchy. In 1997, Stella
McCartney closed her London company and went to Paris to design for
Cloé. One great exception is the wonderful originator of punk, new roman-
tic and lots of fabulous ideas since then, Vivienne Westwood. But even she
has to go to New York to find customers who can afford her prices.

Real life

Outside the world of designers, what do ordinary British people wear?
Of course, the answer is that, as in most countries, they are a collection of
tribes, each with its own dress code. Age, class, race, religion and even poli-
tics come into it. If we really want to generalize, it is probably true to say
that British are rather careless about clothes. Smart suits are rarely worn
outside working hours. No-one minds very much if you have a hole in your
sweater. Even the designers themselves tend to wear jeans and T-shirts most

of the time.

FOOD AND DRINK

An image problem

British food has an image problem. Every other country seems to have
an established national cuisine, and to be proud of it. India has curries, Italy
has pizza and pasta, Turkey has kebabs, Germany has tasty sausages, China
has all sorts of stir-fried delicacies. So what is Britain famous for? It used to
be renowned for roast beef but even that has gone out of fashion.

The sad truth is that most of the British gave up cooking a long time
ago and started buying ready-made meals from the shops. They love tins,
tubes, packets and frozen foods of all kinds.

One children’s favourite is baked beans on toast. There is some logic in

tinned beans, as cooking beans at home takes a long time. Rather stranger is
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tinned spaghetti, another kids’ classic. Spaghetti really is better freshly
cooked, but young people seem to be addicted to something in processed
food. If you take away the stabilizer, colour, emulsifying agent, antioxidant,
E101, tartaric acid, sodium diacetate and monosodium glutamate, it just
doesn’t taste right!

Of course, convenience food is an international phenomenon, but it
started earlier and has gone further in Britain than in most countries.

What they used to eat

British food did not always suffer from an inferiority complex. If you
go back to the time of Queen Elizabeth I (1558 — 1603), people really knew
how to eat and drink. Country houses had special herb gardens full of rose-
mary, thyme, parsley, garlic, fennel and basil. (These herbs were very im-
portant as they were used in medicine as well as in cooking.) Chefs used to
travel around Europe to get new ideas and ingredients.

The reign of Elizabeth I was also the time when British explorers sailed
all over the world. They brought back all sorts of exotic foods: rice and tea
from China, spices such as cumin and cardamon from India, coffee and
dates from Arabia. In the Americas they found tomatoes, maize, peanuts,
pineapples, sugar cane, hot chillies and vanilla.

Perhaps the most important American vegetable is the potato, but there
is a mystery about when it came to Europe, and who brought it there. The
British claim it was the Elizabethan explorer, Sir Walter Raleigh, around
1585. In the town of Offenburg in Baden, Germany, there is a monument to

113

another sea captain, Sir Francis Drake, with the inscription: “...introducer
of the potato into Europe in the year of our Lord 1580”. In fact, it originates
in Peru, and it was probably introduced by the Spanish. Whoever it was
deserves a big thank-you. What would the British do without mashed,

boiled and roast potato, chips and crisps?
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So what happened?

In the past without cookbooks and TV programmes, women learnt from
their mothers and grandmothers; and spent hours every day in the kitchen.
But then, around the end of the 18" century, life in Britain changed dra-
matically. The industrial revolution took families from farms in the country,
and put them into small houses in crowded, new cities like Manchester and
Birmingham. Men and women (and often children, too) worked long hours
in factories. So they no longer had the time or the energy to cook properly at
home.

There was already an interest in fast food. In 1762, the Earl of Sand-
wich had invented a snack consisting of two pieces of bread and something
in the middle. He was a keen card-player and did not like wasting time on
meals. Sandwiches became popular with busy working people. So did fried
fish and bread, and in 1870 a French invention caught on in Britain — pom-
mes de terre a la mode. Under the new term chips, they were very popular
indeed, and fish ‘n ‘chips became Britain’s first great fast-food classic.

It is still a big favourite, but now has a lot of competition from those
thoroughly international fast foods — pizza and hamburgers. As in the rest of
the world, American giants like McDonald’s and Pizza Hut have spread to
every corner of the British Isles. If you are in this country, why not take a
break from burgers at least once and try fish 'n’ chips? It is very simple
food, but quite healthy (the fish comes straight from the Atlantic Ocean),
and very filling.

Things are looking up

We have talked about strange new foods being brought from other con-
tinents. Another result of British adventures overseas was that in the 20™
century lots of people came to the UK from the colonies and ex-colonies:
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, from West Africa and the Car-
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ibbean, from Hong Kong and the Greek — Turkish island of Cyprus. There
were already many other immigrants living in Britain, especially Irish, Jews
and Italians. All these people brought with them their own ways of eating,
and they did not simply give them up on arrival in their new home. Far from
it. Immigrants are usually keen to preserve their own traditions, and food is
one of the most powerful parts of a culture. You may stop wearing the tradi-
tional clothes, you may forget your music, your language, even you relig-
ion; but when you see and smell a dish that your grandmother used to make,
you are suddenly a member of the community again.

Some of these newcomers realized that there was a niche in the market
for new and exciting food, so they opened restaurants. The British diet was
transformed from a dull menu of boiled vegetables and roast meet to a fan-
tastic mix of international delicacies!

A nice cup of tea!

Tea is more than just a drink to the British — it is a way of life. Many
people drink it first with breakfast, than mid-morning, with lunch, at tea-
time (around 5 o’clock), with dinner, and finally just before bed. As a na-
tion, they get through 185 million cups per day! No less than 77 per cent of
British people are regular tea drinkers; they drink more than twice as much
tea as coffee.

Most people use tea bags these days, but serious tea lovers still go
through an almost Japanese-style ceremony: warm the pot, add tealeaves
and boiling water, cover the pot with a cosy to keep it hot, leave to brew for
five minutes and then pour into delicate china cups with saucers.

Tea has worked its way into the language, too. At work people have tea
breaks, even if they drink coffee or cola. Many British people call the main
evening meal tea, even if they drink beer with it (it is also known as dinner
or supper).

55



SPORT

From the 14™ century a wide variety of sports and games became
common in Europe. From that time the growth was steady.

During the latter part of the 16™ century and during the 17" and 18"
centuries sports and games became increasingly popular and there are nu-
merous records available for a study of their history. However, the second
half of the 19™ century is the period of development. Much of it was
achieved in England and in Britain. In fact from the Middle Ages up to, say,
the 1930s the British contribution to sport is without parallel. Among the
sports that originated in Britain are football, rugby, badminton, croquet,
lawn tennis, cricket, squash, snooker and table tennis.

In the 20™ century a number of sports and games have become highly
professional. With professionalism have come more intense competition,
better standards of performance and greater financial rewards. In Classical
times professionalism was established for centuries, especially among box-
ers, wrestlers, jockeys, athletes and chariot drivers. However, by the middle
of the 5" century AD it had died out in sport and was not revived until the
16" century. ..

There were signs of modern professionalism in England in the 18" cen-
tury, in which period we find, for example, professional boxers and cricket-
ers. In the closing years of the 19" century association football and Rugby
League football became professional and there were an increasing number
of professional golfers and cricketers by the turn of the century. Since then
professionalism has become typical of many sports and games...

At the higher levels sportsmen and women are more committed and
dedicated than ever before, and today it scarcely seems credible that at the
1896 Olympic Games in Athens some of the athletes who took part were

visitors who happened to be in the city at the time. Now, performers prepare
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themselves with the utmost assiduousness for every event. Performances are
analysed on film and video tape.

Many people think that sport has become too serious and it may well be
argued that when the desire and will to win over-ride all other considera-
tions then a form of futility has set in. What is one to make of that cele-
brated remark by Vince Lombardi, the great American football coach, that
‘Winning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing’? At the other end of the value
scale we have the traditions in West Sumatra where non-achievement was
the desirable goal. A man who came first in a race might well be banned
from taking part again!..

A very important development since about 1900 has been ever-
increasing participation of women in many sports and games. In Ancient
Greece women were allowed to compete in athletic contests and towards the
end of the pre-Christian era, when women were becoming more emanci-
pated (especially in the cities), there were more and more athletic events for
them. From that period until the 19™ century there is little mention of
women being much involved in sport, though it was perfectly acceptable for
queens and noblewomen to hunt and use falcons. In the 18" century male
attitudes toward female participation became more sympathetic and it is
perhaps a little surprising to reflect that women’s cricket was tolerably es-
tablished in England by 1760s. However, it is not until the last 25 years of
the 19™ century that we find women (nearly always of the middle and upper
classes) taking part in a variety of open-air sports; notably, lawn tennis,
badminton, hockey, golf, skating, archery, baseball and some others. Victo-
rian fashions were of course a problem. Movement was restricted and many
men felt that sporting activities were unbecoming for women. Female
emancipation and determination triumphed and women soon taking part in

the Olympic Games. Basketball, netball, volleyball, gymnastics, skiing,
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fencing, swimming, and equestrian sports became regular activities for
women. Fears that sport was incompatible with femininity proved illusory.

(J.A. Cuddon, The Macmillan Dictionary of Sport and Games)

FESTIVALS

Christmas

If you try to catch a train on the 24™ December you may have difficulty
in finding a seat. This is the day when many people are travelling home to
be with their families on Christmas Day, 25" December. For most British
families, this is the most important festival of the year, it combines the
Christian celebration of the birth of Christ with the traditional festivities of
winter.

On the Sunday before Christmas many churches hold a carol service
where special hymns are sung. Sometimes carol-singers can be heard on the
streets as they collect money for charity. Most families decorate their
houses with brightly-coloured paper or holly, and they usually have a
Christmas tree in the corner of the front room, glittering with coloured
lights and decorations.

There are a lot of traditions connected with Christmas but perhaps the
most important one is giving of presents. Family members wrap up their
gifts and leave them at the bottom of the Christmas tree to be found on
Christmas morning. Children leave a long sock or stocking at the end of
their bed on Christmas Eve, 24™ December, hoping that Father Christmas
will come down the chimney during the night and bring them some small
presents, fruit and nuts. They are usually not disappointed! At some time on
Christmas Day the family will sit down to a big turkey dinner followed by
Christmas pudding. They will probably pull a cracker with another member
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of the family. It will make a loud crack and a coloured hat, small toy and
joke will fall out!

Later in the afternoon they may watch the Queen on television as she
delivers her traditional Christmas message to the United Kingdom and the
Commonwealth. If they have room foe even more food they may enjoy a
piece of Christmas cake or eat a hot mince pie. 26™ December is also a pub-
lic holiday, Boxing Day, and this is the time to visit friends and relatives or
be a spectator at one of the many sporting events.

I’m in love!

On 14" February, St Valentine’s Day, many people send a card to the
one they love or someone whom they have fallen in love with. People usu-
ally don’t sign these cards and a lot of time is spent trying to guess who has
sent them!

Pancake Day

Ash Wednesday is the day in February when the Christmas period of
Lent begins. This refers to the time when Christ went to the desert and
fasted for forty days. Although not many people actually give up eating
during this period, on Pancake Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday,
they eat lots of pancakes. These are made from flour, milk and eggs, and
fried in a hot pan.

Some towns also hold pancake races on that day. People run through
the streets holding a frying pan and throwing the pancake in the air. Of
course if they drop the pancake they lose the race!

Easter eggs

At Easter time, the British celebrate the idea of new birth by giving
each other chocolate Easter eggs which are opened and eaten on Easter
Sunday. On Good Friday bakers sell hot cross buns, which are toasted and

eaten with butter. Easter Monday is a holiday and many people travel to the
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seaside for the day or go and watch one of the many sporting events, such as
football or horse-racing.

May is here

As summer comes, Britain likes to celebrate end of the winter. In Eng-
land on 1* May, Morris men may be seen in country areas celebrating tradi-
tional dances, waving their white handkerchiefs to drive away the evil spir-
its and welcome in the new ones. At school and in smaller village communi-
ties children may dance traditional spring dances such as the Maypole,
when they weave their brightly coloured scarves into a beautiful pattern
around a long pole.

Ghosts and witches

Hallowe’en means ‘holy evening’, and takes place on the 31* October.
Although it is a much more important festival in the United States than
Britain, it is celebrated by many people in the UK. It is particularly con-
nected with witches and ghosts.

At parties people dress up in strange costumes and pretend they are
witches. They cut horrible faces in potatoes and other vegetables and put a
candle inside, which shines through the eyes. People may play different
games such as trying to eat an apple from a bucket of water without using
their hands.

In recent years children dressed in white sheet knock on doors at Hal-
lowe’en and ask if you would like a ‘trick” or ‘treat’. If you give them some-
thing nice, a ‘treat’, they go away. However, if you don’t the play a ‘trick’ on
you, such as making a lot of noise or spilling flour on your front doorstep!

Guy Fawkes Night

In 1605 King James I was on the throne. As a Protestant, he was very
unpopular with Roman Catholics. Some of them planned to blow up the

Houses of Parliament on 5" November of that year, when the king was go-
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ing to open Parliament. Under the House of Lords they had stored thirty-six
barrels of gun powder, which were to be exploded by a man called Guy
Fawkes. However one of the plotters spoke about these plans and Fawkes
was discovered, arrested and later hanged. Since that day the British tradi-
tionally celebrate 5™ November by burning a dummy, made of straw and
old clothes, on a bonfire, whilst at the same time letting off fireworks.

This dummy is called a ‘guy’ (like Guy Fawkes) and children can often
be seen on the pavements before 5™ November saying, ‘Penny for the guy’.

If they collect enough money they can buy some fireworks.

THE ENGLISH CHARACTER

The national character of the English has been very differently de-
scribed, but most commentators agree over one quality, which they describe
as fatuous self-satisfaction, serene sense of superiority, or insular pride.
English patriotism is based on a deep sense of security. Englishmen as indi-
viduals may have been insecure, threatened with the loss of a job, unsure of
themselves, or unhappy in many ways; but as a nation they have been for
centuries secure, serene in their national success. They have not lived in a
state of a hatred of their neighbours, as Frenchmen or Germans have often
lived. This national sense of security, hardly threatened by the Armada, or
by Napoleon, or by the First World War, has been greatly weakened by the
Second World War and by the invention of the atomic bomb.

Many books have been written — even more, perhaps, by Frenchmen,
Americans, Germans, and other foreigners than by Englishmen — on English
traits, English ways of life, and the English character. Their authors are by
no means always in agreement, but they tend to point out what seem to
them puzzles, contrasts, in the way the English behave. A few of these con-

trasts may serve to sum up how the world looks at the English.
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First, there is the contrast between the unity the English display in a cri-
sis, their strong sense for public order, indeed for conformity, and their ex-
traordinary toleration of individual eccentricities. Germans are usually as-
tounded by what they regard as the Englishman’s lack of respect for authority
and discipline. Frenchmen are often puzzled by the vehemence of English
political debates, by the Hyde Park public orator, and similar aspects of Eng-
lish life, which in their own country would seem signs of grave political dis-
turbance. This sort of contrast has led to the common belief held by foreign-
ers, and indeed be Englishmen themselves, that they are a most illogical peo-
ple, always preferring practical compromises to theoretical exactness.

Second, there is the contrast between English democracy, the English
sense of the dignity and importance of the individual, and the very great
social and economic inequalities that have hitherto characterized English
life. There has recently been some tendency to allow greater social equality.
But Victorian and Edwardian England — did display extremes of riches and
poverty, and draw an almost caste line between ladies and gentlemen and
those not ladies and gentlemen.

Third, there is the contrast between the reputation of the English as
hard-headed practical men — the “nation of shopkeepers” — and as men of
poetry — the countrymen of Shakespeare and Shelley. The English tradition
in philosophy has always been realistic and hostile to mysticism; yet the
English look down on the French as narrow rationalists. The apparent cold-
ness of Englishmen and their reserve has been almost universally noted by
foreigners; but foreigners also confess that they find English reserve not
unpleasant, and that once one gets to know an Englishman he turns out to be
a very companionable fellow.

(From “Oxford Junior Encyclopedia’)
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TTPUTIOXEHME

3apaHuns AN CaMOCTOATENIHOU TBOpPYECKOU paboTer
[NonbiTaiiTe CBOM CUITBI B IEPEBOJIC ITOTO CTUXOTBOPEHHUS M KPBUTATHIX
BBIPAXKCHUIT H3BECTHBIX JIFO/ICH.
THE ENGLISH

They dress in what they like;

They are interested in sport;

They partake in all activities

If they think they ought.

They all succeed in doing

Their job in five short days,

Which leaves them the two longest ones

To spend in different ways.

Then some indulge in gardening,

Or walking in the rain.

And some delight in cricket.

Or in riding in the plain.

In spite of what’s around him,

The average Englishman

Does crosswords in the newspaper

In pencil — if he can.

Involved in any accident

The English take a pride

In being unemotional:

They take things in their stride.

In any circumstances —

Whatever they may be —
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The English solve their problems
With an English cup of tea.

The Englishman is like a stout ship which will weather the roughest storm
uninjured, but rolls masts overboard in the succeeding calm.

(Washington Irving)
Englishmen never will be slaves: they are free to do whatever the Govern-
ment and public opinion tell them to do.

(Bernard Shaw)
What we want is to see the child in pursuit of knowledge, and not knowl-
edge in pursuit of the child.

(Bernard Shaw)
You cannot teach a man anything; you can only help him find it within him-
self.

(Galileo)
However mean your life is, meet it and live it; do not shun it and call it hard
names. It is not so bad as you are. The fault-finder will find fault even in

paradise. Love your life.

(David Henry Thoreau)
Love comforts like sunshine after rain.

(Shakespeare)
Hate the sin, love the sinner.

(Ghandi)
The price of greatness is responsibility.

(Winston Churchill)

Imagination is more important than knowledge.

(Einstein)
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You don’t have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get the people to
stop reading them.
(Ray Bradbury)
If you would like make a man happy, do not add to his possessions but sub-
tract from the sum of his desires.
(Seneca)
There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.
(Shakespeare)
Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more
difficult still, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.
(Benjamin Franklin)
Good judgement comes from experience. Experience comes from bad
judgement.
(Mark Twain)
The pleasures of the world are deceitful; they promise more than they give.
They trouble us in seeking them, they do not satisfy us when possessing
them and they make us despair in losing them.

(Madame De Lambert)
AOPY3bA wnu BPATH?

Ha nepBBIX ke 3Tanax u3ydeHuss HHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKa MBI C PaJOCThIO
BHUJIVIM B MHOSI3BIYHOM TEKCTE JICTKOY3HABAEMbIC HHTCPHAIIMOHAIBHEIC CII0-
Ba U C OOJICTYCHHEM BOCIIPHHUMAEM HMX KaK JOOPBIX CTapbhiX Apy3eit. OaHa-
KO CKOpPO MBI YOEXJaeMcs, 4TO 3TO JPY3bs HE BCErla O4YeHb BepHble. U
magazine — 3T0 BOBCE HEe Maras3uH, a )ypHaJ, 1 velvet — He BeNbBeT, a 0ap-
xat. UTak, B KakuX 3HAUCHHSX YaIlle BCErO yIOTPEOIISIOTCS TaHHEBIC clioBa?
[Nonarasich Ha CBOM 3HAHHS M «I3BIKOBOC UYThE», MaWTE OTBETHI, a 3aTEM
CPaBHUTE WX C NPABWIBHBIMH OTBETaMHU B KOHIIC mpuiioxeHus. CoBeTyeM

3alIOMHHUTE 3THU CJIOBa!
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1. sympathetic adj. — A: mwsiii. B: couyBcTByromuii. B: o0asTempHbIN.
I': nckyccTBeHHBIN.

2. baton n. — A: nyounka. b: Oyxanka. B: donaps. I': qnunHbI dpaHITy3-
CKHi XJ1€0.

3. cabinet n. — A: xabuner. b: npuemHas. B: mkad ¢ nomkamu u smmka-
Mu. I': BcTpoeHHbIH mKad.

4. humor v. — A: HacmexaTbcs. b: yonaxarts. B: 3a6aBnste. I': myTuTs.

5. romance n. — A: menonus. b: actpagnas necns. B: Boctopr. I': mto-
OOBHBIN pOMaH.

6. reduction n. — A: cokpamenue. b: nHpopmanmonHoe areHrcro. B:
pelnaKiyoHHas CTaThs. |1 peaakuus ra3ersl, KypHaa.

7. perron n. — A: xene3sHoJopokHas athopma. b: manmyc. B: kpbuth-
1o. I': MecTo morpysku.

8. profile v. — A: noguepkuBats. b: xapakrepuzoBats. B: cpaBHuBats. I':
peo0aiaTh.

9. human adj. — A: HexHbli. b: Onaropoansiii. B: uenoBeueckwuii. I': Be-
JIUKOYUTHBIH.

10. spectacle n. — A: 3penumie. b: TearpanbHast nmocraHoBka. B: Bum. I
MIPOToH (Teatp.).

11. occupant n. — A: arpeccop. b: oouratens. B: 3aBoeBarens. I': apenma-
TOP.

12. replica n. — A: 3ameuanue. b: orset. B: konus. I': ckety.

13. accurate adj. — A: uuctsiii. b: Tounsiii. B: onpstaeii. I': myHKTYyans-
HBIH.

14. censure n. — A: 3amper. b: ormena. B: perynupoanue. [': ocyxnenue.
15. intelligent adj. — A: ymubi. b: Bocnurannsiii. B: chaepskansbid. I

PIHTeJ'IJ'IeKTyaJ'IBHHfI.
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YUTU TTO-AHINMUACKKN

Bcerna nu peyb naer O HalMOHAJIBHBIX OCOOEHHOCTSIX, KOT/a Iepen
CIIOBOM CTOUT TIpHWJIaratelibHoe, 0OO3Havarollee HalMOHAJIBHYIO MpHHA/I-
JIEKHOCTH?

[TpoBepbTe cedsi Ha 3HAHWE JAHHBIX BBIPAKEHWH W CPaBHHUTE C Ipa-
BIIIbHBIMH BapruaHTaM#. COBETYeM XOPOILO 3aIIOMHHUTH 3TH BhIpayKeHUs!

1.  Greek gift — nogapok A: moporoii. b: ckpomusiii. B: onacHsrii. I': an-
TUKBapHBI.

2. Chinese complement — A: nputBopHbIi uHTepec. b: HeoxugaHHas
noxsaja. B: mpocrpanHas, uBeTrcTas noxsana. ' TOHKHI KOMIUTMMEHT.

3. [Irish coffee — xode A: Oe3 caxapa. b: co cnmuBkamu u Bucku. B: ¢ Mo-
sokoM. I': 6e3 xodenna.

4. Scotch verdict — A: nocnemHoe pemenue. b: onpasaarensHeIi npuro-
BOp. B: momoBuHuaToe penienue. I': mpor3BoNbHOE peneHue.

5. Welsh uncle — A: 6oratslii asaromka. b: He3BaHbIif rocTs. B: adepucr.
I': nanpHUIT pOACTBEHHHUK.

6. Australian ballot — A: GroyutereHs it TalfHOTO rojocoBaHus. b: ro-
JIOCOBaHME MOJHATHEM PYK. B: onpoc obmiectBenHHoro Muenus. I': romoco-
BaHMe I10 II0YTe.

7. English breakfast — A: ouens pannssa ena. b: ruoTHsIi 3aBTpak. B:
3aBTpaK BTOPOISX. |': XOIOMHbBIE OCTATKHU €/bl.

8. Dutch courage — A: nmep3octb. b: Tpycocts. B: OpaBanma. I': mesHas
yaamb.

9. Egyptian darkness — A: cymepku. b: 3aremHenue. B: kpomemnas
TbMa. [': 3aTMeHue.

10. Turkish delight — A: xpacusas neBymka. b: paxar-nykym. B: xanbsH.

I': Typenxwuii Tabax.
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11. Indian summer — A: 3oj0Tasi oceHb. b: oueHp xapkoe jero. B:
oK uIBast opa. I': cepenuna nera.

12. Swiss roll — A: camokat. b: qopokHblii katok. B: Mopckas kauka. I':
CHaJKui pyner.

13. French window — A: pemeruatoe okHo. b: wunromunaTop. B: 3acrek-
JICHHBIE JIBEPH B CaJl WM Ha OaikoH. I': riazok.

14. German silver — A: Hepxkageromas craib. b: mensxuop. B: cepedpo,
Menoyb. I': OmxyTepust.

15. Russian roulette — A: cmeprenbHO onacHast urpa. b: MsicHO# pyrer.

B: xaprounas urpa. [': u3meputenbHas pyjieTka.

TTELLKOM, BETOM U TTON3KOM?

Masepa mnepenBIKeHHs MOXKET ObITh pPa3HOH M OYEHb YacTO IMEpeBO-
JTUUKY HEOOXO/IMMO TTOTYEPKHYThH €€ 0COOCHHOCTH.

IIpoBepbTe, HACKONBKO TOYHO Bbl IOHUMAETE ITH CIIOBA, & €CJIU MOIY-
YIJIOCh HE OUEHb YCIIEIIHO, TO UMEET CMBICI UX BBIYUUTH!
1. jog — A: pBaHyTh ¢ MecTa. b: maru ObicTphiM 11aroM. B: Oexats Tpyc-
oM. I': uaTH yBsi3ad Mo necky, CHery.
2. trudge — A: uaTH HETOPOIUTUBLIM IaroMm. b: ycrtano tammrbes. B:
IIPUXPaMBIBaTh. [': HECTUCH CIIOMS TOJIOBY.
3. spring — A: npeirHyTh. b: Kpy)xuThCcs. B: koBBULATE. I OpecTn.
4. bolt — A: uaru Gonbmmmu maramu. b: nartu Bipunpepkky. B: youpats.
I': Opocatbcst BpacChIHYIO B TAHUKE.
5. dart — A: mponBurathest Briepea. b: B30upatbcs HaBepx. B: mectBo-
BaTh. [': puHyTHCS.
6. shuffle — A: untu mapkas Horamu. b: uaru Tonnoii. B: HatankuBaTtbes.

I MpoOMYATHCA C IIYMOM.
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15.

7. tumble — A: miectuchk c3aau. b: mBurathcs ryppOoii. B: Opoauts 6e3
nenu. I': XomuTh ¢ BaXXKHBIM BUAOM.
8. bustle — A: ckonb3uts. b: nartu npuranuoseiBas. B: cyetursca. I': He-
CTHCH B CIIEHIKE.
9. pace — A: pacxaxuBatb B3aJ U1 Brepes. b: Bonounts HOru. B: Muathcs.
I': uaTH HECTBIIHBIM IIIATOM.
10. smeak — A: ropmo BbIxakuBaTh. b: cTymats. B: KOBBUIATBH, y4HUThCS
XOJUTh. [': KpacThesl.
11. stagger — A: MeTHyTbCs. b: uatu HeTBepaOoi MoXoaKoM. B: crnonsTHCS.
I': kapaOkatbCst.
12. prowl — A: BopBatkcs. b: mponectucs. B: mMbIrHyTS. I': pRICKaTH.
13. stumble — A: nporuckuBatscs. b: uatu crpoeM. B: cnoteikatses. I
UATHU TJIAaBHOM MOXOJKOM.
14. wander — A: 6ponuts. b: unru rycekom. B: maru BpasBanky. I': or-
CTYIUTb Ha3aJl.

trot — A: mapummpoBartk. b: cemenuts. B: cnacatbest GerctBom. I

TAHYTBCSA B XBOCTC.
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KJTro4Yn
OPY3b4 wunu BPATN?

1. sympathetic — b: couyBcTByIOmMuit.

Tom was most sympathetic over what had happened. I'peu. sympathetikos
((co)cTpanaroruii).

2. baton — A: monurieiickas TyOMHKa, Ke3J1.

The police used batons and tear gas against the student demonstration.
Taxxe mupmkepckas nanouka. Ct.-dp. baston (manmka, TyOuHKa).

3. cabinet — B: mxad c monkamu u sSymKaMu.

He kept his collection of old china in a glass cabinet. Tarke kabuner Mu-
Huctpos. Cp.-¢p. cabinett (mpecc s 0K IBI).

4. humor — b: yonaxxaTb, HoTakaTh, yMacianBaTh.

He bought some flowers to humor Julie. Taxxe humor n. — 1. 1omop; 2. Ha-
crpoenue: | am in a bad humor. Jlat. umere (ObITH BIIAXKHBIM, CMa3bIBATh).
5. romance — [': 1I000BHBIN pOMaH, POMaHTHYECKOE MMPUKITIOUEHHE.

Kate thought it was going to be the big romance of her life. Jlat. Romanicus
(pomaHCKHiA).

6. reduction — A: cokpaiueHue.

Last year saw a six per cent reduction in industrial investment. JIat. Reduc-
tion (BO3Bpar).

7. perron — B: KpbUIbII0, HAPY)KHAS JIECTHHULA MOABE3/A.

The master of the house met his guests on the perron. Cp.-¢p. perre (xa-
MEHB).

8. profile — b: xapakrepuzoBats.

The March issue of ‘Newsweek’ profiled new Russian oligarchs. Taxxke
profile n. — 1. mnpodpwrs; 2. kpatkwii ouepk. HMram. profilare

(oOprCOBBIBATD).
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9. human — B: yenoBeueckui.

He had no regard for human life. Taxxe human n. — genosek. Cp.-¢p. hu-
maine (4eI0BEKOII0JOOHBIN).

10. spectacle — A: 3pemume. The spectacle of her suffering convinced him
that he had been a brute. JlaT. spectaculum (Buj, BhICTaBICHHE HAMOKA3).

11. occupant — b: oburartens, U0, 3aHUMAIOIIEE OMPEICICHHOE MECTO.
The room’s sole occupants were the boy and a big hound. Cp.-¢p. occupant
(BCTynHMBIIMI BO BJIAJICHHE).

12. replica — B: xomus.

They built a replica of a Second World War plane. Uran. replica (moBTop,
OTBET).

13. accurate — b: TouHBIH, YETKUI.

His report of what happened was accurate in every detail. Taxxe accuracy
n. — TOYHOCTh, YETKOCTh. JIaT. accuratus (TIATETHHO MOArOTOBICHHBIH).

14. censure — I': ocyxaeHue, MOpULIAHUE.

The opposition passed a vote of censure on the government. Jlar. censur
(xoHTOpA IIEH30pa, OCYKIICHHE).

15. intelligent — A: ymHBII.

The collie is an intelligent dog, easily trained to control sheep. Jlar. intelli-

gent (MOHUMATOIIHIA).

OLIEHKA BAIIIET O 3HAHHA C/10B
6 — 9 NpaBUIBHBIX OTBETOB — XOPOMLIO.
10 — 12 npaBUJIBHBEIX OTBETOB — OTJIMYHO.

13 — 15 npaBUIIBHBEIX OTBETOB — MPEBOCXOTHO.
YUTW TIO-AHITINACKK

1. Greek gift — B: nogapok, Tasmmii B cede 0MacHOCTb, Japbl JaHAMNIIEB.

Taxxe: It’s Greek to me (3To st MEHSI KMTaHCKas TpaMoTa).
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2. Chinese complement — A: NpUTBOpPHBIN MHTEPEC K MHEHUIO JIPYTHX.
Taxxe: Chinese accounting (noaracoBka 1udp); Chinese attack (10xHas
artaka); Chinese copy (TOYHas KOIHA).

3. Irish coffee — b: cnagxuii kode ¢ J00aBICHUEM BUCKH U B3OUTHIX CITU-
BOK (Tof1aeTcst TOpsiauM B promke). Taxoke: [rish bull (oueBUIHBIN adCypn).
4. Scotch verdict — B: nonoBuH4aToe pemieHue, BEpAUKT «BHHA HE JIOKa-
3aHay», gomyckaembiii B cymax Lllormanmun. Taxoke: Scotch boot (opynue
MIBITKY — UCTTAHCKUH caror); Scotch mist (MOPOCSIIHIA JOXKTB ).

5. Welsh uncle — I': mansumii pogcreennuk. Takxe: Welsh rabbit (rpeHku
C CBIPOM).

6. Australian ballot — A: OroteTeHs IS TAWHOTO TONOCOBaHUs, hopMa
TafHOro TOJ0COBAHMS, BIIEPBbIC IPUMEHEHHAs HA FOre ABCTpPAITHH.

7. English breakfast — b: muioTHslIii 3aBTpak ¢ ropstanM OmozoM. Taxoke:
English disease (xaHnpa, CIUIHH).

8. Dutch courage — I': mpsiHas ynane — Mope no kosneno. Taxke: Dutch
comfort (cnaboe yremenue); Dutch treat (yrouieHue B ckiaauuny); Double
Dutch (TapabapiiuHa, TaTuMaThs).

9. Egyptian darkness — B: kpomeninas TemMa, TbMa erumnerckas (0uou.).
Taxxe: Egyptian days (HeCUaCTIUBBIC THU).

10. Turkish delight — b: paxat-mykym. Taxke: Turkish towel (MaxpoBoe,
MOXHaTtoe nojoreHie); Turkish bath (Typeukue 6anu).

11. Indian summer — A: 3050Tas oceHb, «0adbe jeroy. Taxxke: Indian gift
(TIomapok, pacCUMTaHHBIN HA OTBETHBINA OAAPOK); an Indian file (TycbkoM).
12. Swiss roll — I': OMCKBUTHBIN pyJIeT ¢ HAYMHKOW U3 JHKEMa Wi Kpema.
13. French window — B: 3acrtekieHHble aBepu, BeAylIUe B caj WM Ha
6ankon. Taxxe: French door (3acrexneHHas nBepb); French roof (maH-
capmHast kpeima); French fries (xapenstit kaprodens); French pastry (-

POXHOE).
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14. German silver — b: menpxuop. Taxxe: German measles (kpacHyxa
kopesas); German shepherd (Hemenkasi oB4apKa).
15. Russian roulette — A: cMepTeNnbHO ONacHasi Urpa «pycckas pyjeTrKa»
(mapu Ha BBICTpEN B BHCOK M3 IUCTOJIETA, B KOTOPOM M3 ILIECTH 3apsoB
nATh Xonocteie). Taxoke: Russian tea (4aii ¢ TMMOHOM, TIOJIAIOIIUICS B CTa-
KaHax).

OIIEHKA BAIIIEIO 3HAHHA CJ1I0OB

6 — 9 MpaBUJIBHBIX OTBETOB — XOPOIIIO.
10 — 12 npaBUJIBHBEIX OTBETOB — OTJIMYHO.

13 — 15 npaBUIIBHBEIX OTBETOB — MPEBOCXOTHO.

TTELLKOM, BETOM U TTON3KOM?

1. jog — B: OexaTh TPYCIOW; 3aHUMATKCS 037[0POBUTEIBHBIM OETrOM:

I go jogging in the park before breakfast. Taxxe: jogging-suit (TpeHUpO-
BOYHBIH KocTioM). Cp.-aHIJI. MyTeM CpalleHus jot (MemJeHHO OeXaTh) U
shoggen (TpsICTUCB).

2. trudge —b: ycrano taumrbcs:

He trudged the deserted road for hours. Ilyrem cpamenus fread (ctynats) u
drudge (BBITIOTHATE TSDKEITYIO padoTy).

3. spring — A: IpBITHYTh, IPEDKKOM OPOCHUTHCS BIIEpET:

She sprang at him and aimed a wild blow at his face. Cr.-anru. springan
(pbITaTsh).

4. bolt — B: ynupatb, cMaThIBaThCs (pasr.):

The thief bolted when he saw the policeman. Cr.-aurn. bolt (3acoB, pacnop-
Ka).

5. dart—TI': puHyTbCS, pBaHYThCH:

The boy darted across the road. Cp.-anri. dart (qpoTuK).

6. shuffle — A: mapkath, BOJIOUUTH HOTH:
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15.

The old man slipped on his shoes and shuffled out of the room. Hixuenem.

schuffeln (MaTH HEYKIIFOXKE, BOJIOYA HOTH; TACOBATh KapTHI).

7. tumble — b: mBUraThCs rype00ii, TOPOISCH U CIIOTHIKASICH:

A wild band of children fumbled after the tiny animal. Cp.-aurn. tum(b)len

(TaHIIEBaTh KaK aKpooOar).

8. bustle — B: cyetutscs, MeTaThcsa B CymMaTOXe:

We bustle and he works. Cp.-anri. bustelen (Toponuthes 03 1eTH).

9. pace— A: pacxaxuBaTbh B3aJ U BIIEPE]l, IIaraTh:

Harold paced nervously up and down the platform. JIat. passus (mar, Xxomb-

0a).

10. sneak —I': kpactbes:

That night I sneaked out of my dormitory and crept down the drive. Cr.-

aHTII. snican (KpacThes).

11. stagger — b: uaTu HETBEP10M MOXOAKOM, IATASICh:

Paul rose heavily and staggered out of the room. Cp.-auri. stakere (uaru

TMOIIATHIBASCH).

12. prowl — I': prickaTb (B MOMCKax JOOBIYM, Bpara), HIHBIPSTS:

I heard someone prowling about in the garden. Cp.-anri. prollen (xpacthes,

OpOUTDH B MOUCKAX).

13. stumble —B: cniotbikathcs:

I stumbled upstairs and dropped into bed. Hops. stumla (untu omymeio B

TEMHOTE).

14. wander — A: OpoauTh, OIyXIaTh, CTPAHCTBOBATH:

We wandered round the little harbour town. Cr.-anri. wandrian (Opoauts).
trot — b: ceMeHUTh, UATH OBICTPHIM MEITKUM IIIATOM:

The boy trotted about the room, showing an interest in everything. Cp.-

BEpPXHCHEM. frotten (OCKaTh).
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OLIEHKA BAIIIET O 3HAHHA C/10B
6 — 9 npaBUIBHBIX OTBETOB — XOPOLIO.
10 — 12 npaBUJIBHBEIX OTBETOB — OTJIMYHO.

13 — 15 npaBUIIBHBEIX OTBETOB — MPEBOCXOTHO.
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